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Abstract

The objectives of this cross-sectional survey study were to study the prevalence and factors associated with
the problem of irrational drug use among people in Eastern Economic Corridor. Data were collected in August 2021.
Of these, 400 samples were selected using the multi-stage random sampling method. The data were collected
using a questionnaire based on the conceptual framework and related literature review. The Cronbach’s alpha
coefficient of the questionnaire was 0.836. The data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and Chi-square. The
results showed prevalence of the problem of irmational drug use among people in the Eastern Economic Corridor
at 71.00 percent. The problem that was encountered the most was medication that was not taken at the time
indicated on the label or missed a dose (56.50 percent). Factors associated with the problem of irrational drug use
were problem factors such as the problem of the rational drug use literacy and problem of public participation
were associated with the problem of irrational drug use statistically significant (p<0.01). In terms of personal
character factors such as sex, age, marital status, educational levels, occupation, rights to medical treatment, and

illness factors such as having congenital disease and the problem of irrational drug use, were not associated.
Keywords: Prevalence, Irrational drug use, Eastern Economic Corridor
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Famn5197 (Table) 1

Table 1 Problem factors, classify the overview and items (n=400)

Problem factors

Problem level n (%)

High Moderate Low
Problem of the rational drug use literacy 70 (17.50) 157 (39.25) 173 (43.25)
1. Drug and health product information was medical terminology, 102 (25.50) 151 (37.75) 147 (36.75)
making it difficult to understand.
2. Finding information on drugs and health products through various 57 (14.25) 178 (44.50) 165 (41.25)
channels was difficult.
3. Assessment and decision-making on drug and health product 55 (13.75) 186 (46.50) 159 (39.75)
information was difficult
4. Inability to choose drugs or health products on their own 59 (14.75) 168 (42.00) 173 (43.25)
Problem of public participation 46(11.50)  135(33.75) 219(54.75)
1. Failure to participate in meetings to identify or acknowledge the 53 (13.30) 146 (36.50) 201 (50.20)
problems and causes of irrational drug use problems in the
community
2. Failure to participate in recommending and inviting family 39 (9.75) 143 (35.75) 218 (54.50)

members and neighbors about promoting rational drug use
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Table 1 Problem factors, classify the overview and items (n=400) continued

Problem factors

Problem level n (%)

High Moderate Low
3. Failure to participate in the transfer of knowledge and skills 42 (10.50) 155 (38.75) 203 (50.75)
gained from the promotion of rational drug use. in order to
stimulate the behavior of using drugs properly in the family and
neighbors
4. Failure to participate in the evaluation of the promotion of 54 (13.50) 143 (35.75) 203 (50.75)

rational drug use
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Table 2 The problem of irrational drug use among people in Eastern Economic Corridor (n = 400)

The problem of irrational drug use

1. Borrowing or taking someone else's drug to use

2. Using drugs without knowing the indications of the drug
3. Using a lower or higher dose than indicated on the label.

4. Medication was not taken at the time indicated on the label or missed a dose

The problem of irrational drug use n %
284  71.00
189 47.25
175 4375
189  47.25
226 56.50
177 44.25

5. The use of the drug was not the same as the method indicated on the label
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Table 3 Factors associated with the problem of irrational drug use among people in Eastern Economic

Corridor (n = 400)

Irrational drug use

Factors Have problem No problem p-value

n % n %

Personal character factors

Sex 0.157
Male 147 74.24 51 25.76
Female 137 67.82 65 32.18
Age (years) 0.349
19 - 29 93 76.86 28 23.14
30 - 39 97 65.99 50 34.01
40 - 49 60 68.97 27 31.03
50 - 59 18 75.00 6 25.00
> 60 16 76.19 5 23.81
Marital status 0.649
Single/ Widowed/ Divorced/Separated 130 69.89 56 30.11
Married 154 71.96 60 28.04
Education levels 0.085
Didn't study/ Elementary education 33 61.11 21 38.89
Secondary education/Vocational certificate/ Diploma 162 70.13 69 29.87
Bachelor's degree and higher 89 77.39 26 22.61
Occupation 0.113
Government officer/ Pensioner 13 100.00 0 0.00
Trading business/ Personal business 18 64.29 10 35.71
General employee/Company employee/ Agriculturist 237 70.54 99 29.46
Student/ Not working 16 69.57 7 30.43
Rights to medical treatment 0.212
Civil servant right 16 88.89 2 11.11
Social security right 204 69.62 89 30.38
Health insurance 30 baht/Self pay 64 71.91 25 28.09
IUness factors
Congenital disease 0.554
Yes 246 70.49 103 29.51
No 38 74.51 13 25.49

28 Health Sci J Thai 2022 July — September 4(3): 23-31.
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Table 3 Factors associated with the problem of irrational drug use among people in Eastern Economic

Corridor (n = 400) continued

Irrational drug use

Factors Have problem No problem p-value
n % n %
Problem factors
Levels of the rational drug use literacy problem <0.001%**
High 65 92.86 5 7.14
Moderate 134 85.35 23 14.65
Low 85 49.13 88  50.87
Levels of public participation problem <0.001**
High 40 86.96 6 13.04
Moderate 115 85.19 20 1481
Low 129 58.90 90 41.10

** Chi-square, with statistical significance at p-value <0.01
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