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Abstract: A Study of Mobile Prosthetic Services Model with a Proactive and
Integrated Approach in Thailand Aimed at Achieving 100% Accessibility for
People with Movement Disabilities

Junsaard T, Poomulna J, Chiablam C, Sutthison N, Domrongpokapan A

Sirindhorn National Medical Rehabilitation Institute, Department of Medical Services, Ministry of Public Health,
Nonthaburi, 11000

(E-mail: npo2545@hotmail.com)

The Sirindhorn National Medical Rehabilitation Institute (SNMRI) has provided mobile prosthetic services in many regions
in Thailand since 2006. During 2014 - 2016, the “Project on integrated comprehensive rehabilitation project for people with
mobility disabilities in four regions” was implemented, aiming to provide prosthetic and other assistive devices to all (100%) leg
amputees in sixteen target provinces of nine Health Service Regions across the country. The project, in line with the government
policy on eliminating the inequalities of disabled people in accessing healthcare services, used a participatory action research
approach under the framework of “Amputee caring system”. The framework consisted of four main activities: survey, registration,
service provision and follow-up support. The results showed that the achievement rates of the project in 2014 through 2016
were 88.9%, 95.8% and 100%, respectively. Of all 2,288 clients, 1,761 were leg amputees who were provided with artificial legs.
Among the amputees, 57.7%, 31.5%, and 6.2% were below knee, above knee, and knee amputees, respectively. Most of
amputation clients (90%) were from the target areas, while the rest (10%) were from other areas. Overall, this project is regarded
as an approach to increasing the accessibility to prosthetic services of amputees, especially those who live in remote areas where
such services are unavailable due to a lack of prosthetic personnel. Thus, the integrated and proactive effort, in collaboration
with local health facilities, is a sharing of resources in each health service region, which is beneficial for the people with mobility
disabilities across the country to receive the services. Nevertheless, prosthetic services in each area should be provided
continuously in order to sustainably improve the quality of life of amputees in the country.

Keywords: Amputee, Prosthetic mobile clinic, Prostheses, Prosthetist and orthotist, Sirindhorn National Medical
Rehabilitation Institute
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