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Abstract: Clinical Characteristics and Psychosocial Intervention of
Gonococcal Infection in Children at Queen Sirikit National Institute of Child
Health from 2005 - 2014

Ularntinon S, Sunthonsup C

Department of Pediatrics, Queen Sirikit National Institute of Child Health, Thung Phaya Thai, Ratchathewi,
Bangkok, 10400

(E-mail: siriratul@gmail.com)

Background: Gonococcal infection after neonatal period mainly causes by sexually abused, however non-venereal transmission
may rarely occur. Searching for the actual cause of the infection is mandatory. Such process requires coordinative work
of multidisciplinary team. Objective: To determine signs and symptoms of gonococcal infection in pediatric population. Diagnosis
of the causes and provided intervention by multidisciplinary team in these patients were also obtained. Methods: A retrospective
descriptive study was carried out in pediatric patients who infected with Neisseria gonorrhoeae and attended the out- patient
department and emergency room at the Queen Sirikit National Institute of Child Health between 1 January 2005 and 31 December
2014. Data were collected from patient medical records both in- patients and out -patients. Result: There were 94 participants
identified in this study, which represented an average of 9.4 cases per year. However, only 47 medical records were obtained
for data abstraction. The gonococcal infection was the result of definitely sexually abused in 17 percent of the cases (8 from 47
cases), only 1 case was confirmed as an intimate house hold contact. Highly suspected of sexually abused reported in 22 cases
(46.8%). Three children in definitely sexually abused group were separated from their families by enforcing the child protection
law under the supervision of multidisciplinary teams. Conclusion: Establishing a guideline for managing children who infected
with Neisseria gonorrhoeae is mandatory in order to improve the quality of care and protection for this risk group of patients.

Keywords : Gonococcal infection in children, Clinical characteristics, Psychosocial care
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