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Abstract: Association between the Width of Keratinized Gingiva and the

Health Status of Supporting Tissues Around Dental Implants

Thawornrungroj S

Dental Department, Prasart Neurological Institute, Khet Rajatavee, Bangkok, 10400

(E-mail: suwalee5161@hotmail.com)

The purpose of this study was to determine the association between the keratinized gingiva width and the health status

of the supporting tissue around dental implants. The data of 342 functioning dental implants from 171 non-DM and non-smoking

subjects were collected. Clinical parameters were recorded including plaque index, bleeding index, gingival index, probing

pocket depth and the width of keratinized gingiva. Results showed the positive correlation between all clinical parameters with the

width of keratinized gingiva. When data were dichotomized by the keratinized gingiva width, plaque index score, bleeding index

score, gingival index score and probing pocket depth were significantly higher for those implants with a narrow zone (< 2 mm)

compared with a wider keratinized gingiva band (> 2 mm.). In conclusion, the inadequate of the keratinized gingiva around dental

implants was associated with higher plaque accumulation, bleeding on probing, gingival inflammation and probing pocket depth.

Keywords : Keratinized gingiva, Dental implants
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