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Abstract : Situation of Panoramic Radiography use in Healthcare Centers,

Ministry of Public Health
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Oral panoramic radiography (OPG) is a currently
useful technology in dental practice. American Dental
Association suggests using as a routine radiograph for
all new adult patients. This descriptive study aimed to
evaluate the situation of panoramic radiography use in
healthcare centers, Ministry of Public Health. Questionnaire
was tested the content and structural validity, and the
reliability, Cronbach’s alpha was 0.86. 875 questionnaires
were sent in 2015. The response rate was 57.5 which
were 44 regional hospitals (8.8%), 60 general hospitals
(11.9%) and 399 district hospitals (79.3%). The majority
of data giver was dentists 89.3%. There were 88
panoramic X-ray machines in healthcare centers, 40
regional hospitals, 22 general hospitals and 26 district
hospitals. Most of them were used in 5 years or less (50%).
Panoramic image was mostly performed in maxillofacial
surgery, orthodontics, and general dental care. No

panoramic radiography in some setting was found because

of no routine use, no budget support and no space for
this equipment. For implant planning, this equipment
would be appropriately used if we combined with other
techniques. Moreover, this image also provided coverage
for both maxilla and mandible, less radiation exposure,
easy to access and not expensive. In addition to marginal
bone loss diagnosis, panoramic image was useful in
medium level and could be obtained in elderly for specific
conditions. The current situation of panoramic radiography
use in healthcare centers, Ministry of Public Health, there
was no clear pattern of radiography machines distribution
and the number was insufficient. Most of them were film
type, which was also inferior to the digital ones. Considering
the benefits of panoramic radiography in dentistry, it is
important to promote and set policies for the provision of
such radiography machines in healthcare centers.
Keywords : Panoramic radiography, OPG, Healthcare

centers
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