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Abstract : Cannabis Addiction and Effects
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This qualitative research aimed to study the use, the
addiction and the effects of cannabis according to the
perception of the cannabis users. The informants were
cannabis users who had a history of receiving treatment
in 2013 according to the report on the treatment of
substance abuser province in the Northeast. The data
were collected by in-depth interviews in April 2015. There
were 10 informants with the average age of 45 years old
and all of them were males. The data were analyzed by
thematic analysis. It was found that learning experience
from generations to generations of people in the
community made them believe that cannabis was a
supplement and can help relieve pain. It was considered
as a good sleeping pill and a vegetable enhancing taste
of food. These were the reasons of the motivation in using
cannabis. Cannabis was smoked through water by using
a bamboo pipe. The informants informed that they had
continued smoking for 25 years. Furthermore they also
perceived that they were addicted to cannabis because
they had continued smoking for a long time, but they did
not increase the amount of cannabis and there were not
withdrawal symptoms. Additionally they were healthy and
calm. They had never had auditory hallucination or illusion,
but they were humorous and had philosophical thought.
They can do work and their works were fine. Their spouses

were satisfied when having sexual intercourse. They had

never argued or used violence against others, family and/
or community. However, they were stigmatized as
“jlunkies”. Moreover they also wasted time, money and
property in the legal process rather than buying cannabis.

Keywords : Cannabis, Addiction, Effects
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