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Abstract

This article presents a lesson learned from citizen participation at the micro-level
about the forest management of Silalaeng and Sa-iab communities. Villagers practice
community forest management for many decades although there is no official community
forest law. A study has illustrated an intertwined relationship among three
factors: individuals, community and external institutions in which they all promote citizen
participation in the studied areas. It is qualitative research that uses data from a semi-
structured interview technique and a content analysis method for analysis. Findings show
that individuals have choices to decide whether to take part in formal or informal activities.
Those who feel capable of communication, presentation or reasoning may wish to take
part in both formal and informal processes. However, some villagers may take part in
informal activities with personal reasons. As for the community factor, fair procedure and
equality are the ground rules to encourage vital citizen participation. At every time people
take part in the meeting, rule formulation or enforcement, the procedure is equal and fair.
Also, external institutions are important as partners to share and exchange lessons,
experiences, and resources in empowering citizen participation. Their roles are important
since the community itself may have insufficient resources to run by itself. The intertwined
relationship has contributed to citizen power to manage their community forests. People’s
practice may take root using participatory democracy to Thailand politics and public

administration.

Keywords : Citizen participation, community forest management, Thai politics, management
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