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Abstract

This research employed a Research and Development (R&D) methodology with the
objectives of (1) studying the current and desired conditions of early childhood education
curriculum management in schools under the Loei Primary Educational Service Area Office 1,
based on the holistic child development concept, and (2) identifying best practices for
curriculum management in this context. The sample consisted of 113 participants—school
administrators, deputy administrators, and early childhood teachers—selected through
stratified random sampling followed by simple random sampling. Research instruments
included content analysis forms, questionnaires, structured interviews, focus group discussion
records, and validation checklists. The questionnaires showed a reliability coefficient
(Cronbach's Alpha) of 0.906, and the structured interview had a reliability coefficient of 0.916.
Data were analyzed using mean, standard deviation, content analysis, and inductive analysis.
The results showed that: (1) The current condition of curriculum management was at a
moderate level, with the effectiveness of child development rated highest. The desired
condition was at the highest level overall, with curriculum management factors deemed most
critical. (2) Best practices indicated that administrators and teachers collaboratively
implemented a five-step process: administration, planning and development, instructional
management, monitoring and evaluation, and personnel development. (3) The developed
curriculum management guidelines consisted of five key components, which were evaluated
as highly accurate, appropriate, and feasible. These guidelines support holistic child

development across physical, emotional, social, and cognitive domains.
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