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Abstract

Amidst the current risk-laden urban society of Bangkok, this research article explores
risk as a socially constructed phenomenon shaped through subjective perceptions, moving
beyond institutionalized risk perceptions imposed through political power. We integrate risk
perception with an understanding of subjectively interpreted green quality of life, which is
interwoven with the risk situation of coastal erosion in Bang Khun Thian. In this context, risk
contributes to shaping the quality of life of local residents. This study uses qualitative research,
drawing upon documentary research and semi-structured interviews with five residents living
along the Bang Khun Thian coastline. The study integrates sociological perspectives on quality
of life with Beck’s risk theory. To fully operationalize Beck’s risk theory, it is essential to
consider micro-level experiences that are embedded in and shaped by spatial contexts. The
research findings reveal that the prevailing risks have shaped the formation of subjective
quality of life, encompassing the capacity to perceive risks, the ability to aspire to coexist with
risks, and the skills necessary for living within the same ecological system. We propose that
Beck’s risk theory remains a powerful framework for explaining and uncovering the socio-
political processes that emerge in response to risk. Furthermore, the study underscores the
importance of incorporating local experiences into the analysis, which enhances our

understanding of how risks permeate the everyday lives of individuals.
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