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Abstract

This survey research aimed to investigate the situation of high-risk medication
misuse issues among vendors of kratom in Ubon Ratchathani Province. The high-risk
medications studied were three types of dangerous drugs including Tramadol, Dextromethorphan,
and Diphenhydramine. The study population included kratom vendors who sell high-
risk medications at all establishments that have been prosecuted, data on the locations
of kratom vendors selling high-risk medications, sources of purchasing high-risk medications,
and information on individuals who use high-risk medications, along with those who
consume kratom tea at all governmental hospitals throughout Ubon Ratchathani Province.
The study was conducted from October 2022 to September 2023. The tools used
included the database of kratom vendors selling high-risk medications at all establishments
that have been prosecuted and the database on individuals using high-risk medications,
along with those consuming kratom tea at all governmental hospitals. Data analysis
used statistics including frequency, percentages, and mean values. Study findings
reveal that prosecuted shops selling kratom-related high-risk medications in Ubon
Ratchathani Province were in Muang Ubon Ratchathani District at 6 shops (14.29%),
following with Warinchamrab District at 3 shops (7.14%) and Kammarat District and
Buntharik District at 1 shop (2.38%), respectively. These shops, which sell kratom and
high-risk medications, mostly were located near schools (66.67%) and tend to acquire their
stock from socially advertised stores (73.339%). The majority of customers experiencing
adverse effects from consuming kratom beverages along with Tramadol constituted

67.51%, followed by Dextromethorphan at 18.05% and Diphenhydramine at 14.44%,
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respectively. These incidents predominantly occurred in larger district areas and border
districts. This data, along with information on prosecuted kratom-selling shops, can be
utilized to address the issue of high-risk medications use in kratom shops comprehensively
and also used to enhance law enforcement measures and fostering collaboration
between private sectors and people in the community to address and solve these

issues.
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