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Abstract

This research aimed to analyze the utilization of outpatient herbal medicines in
Thailand's healthcare service system using secondary data from the Health Data Center (HDC)
of the Ministry of Public Health, covering fiscal years 2022 — 2026, comprising a total of 3,251 herbal
medicine items. The analysis employed ABC Classification, a method for categorizing medicines
based on cumulative usage value according to the Pareto Principle.

The research result revealed that herbal medicines were classified into 804 subgroups : Group A
(highest value group) consisted of 31 subgroups accounted for 79.61% of the total value, Group B
comprised 65 subgroups for 15.38%, and Group C contained 708 subgroups for 5.01%. The
average dispensing cost per transaction of all groups ranged from 55 — 58 baht, with Group A
having the lowest average cost at 55 baht per transaction. The most commonly used dosage
form was capsules, followed by liquid preparations and decoctions, respectively. The top five
herbal medicines by usage value were Andrographis paniculata (Fah Talai Jone), Curcuma
longa (Kha Min Chan), Senna alexandrina (Ma Kham Khaek), Zingiber cassumunar (Plai), and herbal
compress, most of which were in capsule form except for herbal compress.

This research reflects the utilization patterns and values of herbal medicines in
Thailand's healthcare service system. The empirical data obtained can be utilized as a
foundation for budget planning, joint procurement, promotion of rational drug use, and
inclusion of herbal medicines into the country's main benefit package, as well as promoting

sustainable growth of Thailand's herbal economy.

Keywords : Herbal medicines, Rational use of herbal medicine, Health Service System, ABC

Analysis
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