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PREDICTING FACTORS FOR SEVERITY ON DEPRESSIVE SYMPTOMS
AMONG PERSONS WITH COEXISTING DEMENTIA
AND DEPRESSIVE SYMPTOMS

@ o

Abstract

Objective: The purposes of this predictive
correlation research design were to examine the
severity of depressive symptoms and factors
predicting severity of depressive symptoms
among persons with coexisting dementia and
depressive symptoms.

Methods: A sample of 176 patients with
coexisting dementia and depressive symptoms,
aged 60 years and older, receiving care from the
psychiatric outpatients department, the tertiary
hospitals was recruited. The CVI of instruments
was 0.80-1.00. The reliability of instruments was
.80-.96. Data were analyzed by descriptive
statistics, Spearman Rank Correlation, Contingency
coefficient and ordinal logistic regression.

Results: 1) The severity of depressive
symptoms among persons with coexisting
dementia and depressive symptoms was 1.7% at

severe level, 40.9% athigh level, 30.1% at moderate
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level, and 27.3% atmild level. 2) Emotional-focused
coping was positively and significantly correlated
with severity of depressive symptoms (r, =.260;
p<.05) 3) Self-esteem, interpersonal skill, activity
of daily living, cognitive function, and family
relationship were negatively and significantly
correlated with severity of depressive symptoms
atlevel of .05 (r,=-.371,-.478,-.509,-.299, -.559,
respectively) 4) Problem-focused coping, gender,
aged and type of dementia were not correlated with
severity of depressive symptoms. 5) Family
relationship, interpersonal skill, activity of daily
living, and emotional-focused coping could jointly
explain 95.2% of variance of severity of depressive
symptoms in persons with coexisting dementia

depressive symptoms.

Keywords: Coexisting dementia and depressive

symptoms, Severity of depression symptoms
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