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ABSTRACT

The objective ofthis descriptive research

was to study Thai muslim caregiver's needs and

received needs from nurses in caring for

psychiatric patients. Eighty-three subjects

were purposively selected from Songkhla

Ratchanakarindra Psychiatric Hospital.

A questionnaire of caregiver's needs and

received needs from nurses was developed by

integrating Bartol, Moon, and Linto (1994) s'

caregiver need framework, and Ali Esa (1982)'s

Islamic principles. The content validity was

verified by three experts. The reliability of the

needs and received needs from nurses in caring

for psychiatric patients questionnaire was tested

by Cronbach's alpha coefficient yielding values

of 0.90 and 0.94 respectively. Data were

analyzed using percentage, mean, standard

deviation and paired t-test.

The results showed that overall needs of

caregiver were at a high level (X : 4.32, S.D. :
0.42) and overall received needs from nurses

was at a moderate high level (X: :.S0. S.D. :
0.49). Considering each component, caregiver's

needs in five components were at a high level.

The need of participation in planning for care

had the highest mean score (X : 3.77, S.D.:

0.60), caring with religious beliefs and culture

had the lowest mean score (X : 3.03, S.D.:

0.75). For received needs, the overall was at a

moderate high level (X : l.SO, SD : 0.49).

Considering each component, the caregivers

received needs from nurses in caring had the

highest mean score (X: l.ll, SD:0.60),
whereas received needs in caring for patients

with religious beliefs and culture had the lowest

men score (X: 3.03, SD : 0.75). It was found

that caregiver' needs is significantly higher than

received needs from nurses he mean score of

caregiver's needs was statistically significantly

higher than that received needs from nurses

(p<0.01).

The results could be used to develop a

model in caring for patients that is congruent

with caregiver's needs.

Key Words: caregiver, psychiatric patients,

need and received needs.
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