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Abstract

The purpose of this descriptive research

was to examine functioning, andthe relationships

between gender, age of onset, sleep duration,

cognitive impairment, social support and

functioning of patients with bipolar disorder.

Subjects were 132 outpatients with bipolar

disorder at the psychiatric hospitals, Bangkok

and vicinity. The research instruments were

the Personal Data Record, the Mini-Mental

State Examination Thai version, the Social

Support and the Functioning Assessment

Short Test. The reliability of the test and

Questionniares were .94, .95 tt0e .95 respectively.

Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics,

Chi-Square and Pearson's product moment

correlation.

Major findings were as follow:

1. The percentages of bipolar patients who

had impaired frrnctioning were 60.61.

2. Gender was not significantly correlated

with patients' functioning.

3. Age of onset, sleep duration, cognitive

impairmmt, and social support were significant

positive correlations with the functioning of
patients with bipolar disorder at the level of .05.

Keywords: Functioning, Bipolar, Age of onset,

Sleep Duration, Cognitive Impairment, Social

Support
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