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FACTORS PREDICTING THE KRATOM USE BEHAVIOR AMONG TEENAGERS
IN THE DISTRICT OF MUEANG, NAKHON RATCHASIMA PROVINCE

Tayawee Juntarawiwat, M.N.S.*, Buppha Jaimun, Ph.D.**, Sangnapa Baramee, M.N.S.*,

Suwanna Tiaprasong, M.N.S.***

Abstract
Objective: To study the factors that influence Teenagers' Kratom use behavior in the district of Mueang,

Nakhon Ratchasima Province.

Methods: The study participants were 136 Teenagers with Kratom use behavior in the district of Mueang,
Nakhon Ratchasima Province, by purposive sampling. The research instrument consisted of three questionnaires; 1)
demographic questionnaires 2) measures of knowledge, attitudes, motivation, media exposure and 3) measures of
the Kratom use behavior. The data were analyzed by the Descriptive statistics, Pearson's product - moment

correlation, and Multiple linear Regressions.

Results: The results showed that Teenagers' Kratom use behavior in the district of Mueang, Nakhon
Ratchasima province. The average score of knowledge was in the medium level (mean = 9.85, S.D. = 1.92), a
medium level of attitudes (mean = 3.42, S.D. = 0.46), a high level of motivation (mean = 3.53, S.D. = 0.75), a high
level of media exposure (mean = 3.60, S.D. = 0.70) and a medium level of Kratom use behavior (mean = 2.96, S.D.
= 0.97. The attitudes, motivation, media exposure, and Kratom use behavior were significantly positively related (r
=.570, .699, .519, p < .01 respectively). The knowledge, attitudes, motivation, and media exposure could jointly
predict the Kratom use behavior among Teenagers accounted for 52.90 % of the variance with a statistical
significance at the .01 level (R2 = .529, p < .01). The most influential variable was motivation (Beta = .532, p <
.01), followed by attitudes (Beta = .202, p <.01).

Conclusion: Motivational factors and attitudinal factors influence kratom use behavior among
adolescents. If adolescents reduce their motivation and adjust their attitudes towards kratom use, it can lead to a
reduction in kratom use behavior. This can lead to planning for the prevention of kratom use behavior among

adolescents in the future.
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