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Abstract

Objectives: The purpose of this quasi-
experimental research was to compare the func-
tioning of schizophrenia patients in community
before and after receiving the multiple family
group program, and compare the functioning of
schizophrenia patients in community who received
multiple family group program and those who
received regular care.

Methods: Forty families of schizophrenia
patients living in community were randomly
assigned to experimental and control group, 20
family participants in each group. The control
group received normal care. The experimental
group participated in the multiple family group
program developed by researcher based on
McFarlane et al. (1995). The program comprises
offive sessions conducted once a week, 120 minutes
per session. The program included knowledge on
schizophrenia, early warning sign, emotional

management, daily life skills, and finding sources

* kK

of social support. The t-test was used in data
analysis.

Results: Major findings were as follows:

1. The functioning of schizophrenia
patients in community who received the multiple
family group program was significantly higher
than that before, (p <.05).

2. After experiment, the functioning of
schizophrenia patients in community who
received the multiple family group program
was significantly higher than those who received
regular care (p <.05).

Keyword: Functioning, Schizophrenia patients
community, Family group program
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