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Abstract

Syphilis is a sexually transmitted disease that affects the health of teenagers. The main causes of
transmission tend to be inappropriate sexual behaviors and a lack of understanding about sex education.
The purpose of this quasi-experimental study was to examine the effects of a school-based health program
to promote knowledge about syphilis prevention among junior high school students. The participants
were of 43 junior high school students studying in a school in Surat Thani province, Thailand. They
were selected through a purposive sampling method. The research intervention was the Program for
Enhancing Knowledge about Syphilis Prevention, which consists of five learning based activities: 1)
basic knowledge and recreational activities, 2) Ping - Pong, Sa Tha syphilis (cause and transmission of
syphilis), 3) Wing Peaw Keaw Ar Kan (symptom of syphilis), 4) Have Fun Pong Kun syphilis (prevention of
syphilis), and 5) a summary. Data were collected using a questionnaire using a pretest — posttest approach
to assess knowledge about syphilis prevention before and after program participation. The questionnaire
passed a content validity check by three experts and its indexes of item-objective congruence (I0C)
were .67 and 1. The data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, chi-squares, and paired t-tests. The
results revealed that the scores for knowledge about syphilis prevention (M = 16.33, SD = 1.643) were
significantly higher after participating in the program than before (M= 12.84, SD=2.104, {42)=-8.911,
p =.000, d = 0.28). Therefore, it is recommended that this program should be employed to educate
teenagers studying in different school levels about the prevention of sexually transmitted diseases.
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