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Abstract
Most severe head injuries are caused by traffic accidents or assaults which cause injuries to components
of the head and inside the skull, especially to the brain. Traumatic brain injuries affect a person's life
and behavior beyond the acute phase. When a severe head injury occurs, one of the most common and
dangerous complications is Increased Intracranial Pressure (IICP). IICP can lead to the death or disability
of patients. Therefore, nurses must have substantial knowledge about severe head injuries and be able
to play an effective role in patient care to ensure patient safety, reduce complications, and help patients
to recover and have as good a quality of life as is possible. This paper was written based on the authors’
review of the literature and experience caring for patients in hospitals and in their homes. The purpose
of the paper is to present the specific roles of nurses providing care for severe head injury patients in

both acute care and continuing care at patients’ homes.
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