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Conditions of Nursing Practice of the Primary Medical Care Practicum:

Case Study in Community Hospitals

Monruedee Sanchan M.N.S
Phadoongsit Chumnanborirak Ph.D.
Samrit Khawnphon M.N.S

Abstract

The evaluation of conditional nursing practice is an instructional process for improving the efficiency
of practical courses. This descriptive cross-sectional research aimed to explore the conditions of nursing
practice of the Primary Medical Care Practicum. The sample consisted of 40 preceptor nurses and 34 nursing
students. The instruments for data collection were a questionnaire on needs of practice sources in developing
competency of nursing students and a focus group discussion form. Percentage, mean, standard deviation, and
content analysis were used to analyze data.

Results showed that the overall mean score of the needs of practice sources in developing compe-
tency of nursing students was at the high level (X =4.18, SD = 0.61). The aspect of the enhancement of case
report writing had the highest mean score (X =4.48, SD = 0.59), while the enhancement of cardiopulmonary
resuscitation skill accounted for the second highest (X = 4.46, SD = 0.58). The aspect of caring and referral
clients had the lowest mean score (X = 3.49, SD = 0.84). The focus group among preceptor nurses and nursing
students revealed that the practical problem of nursing students was lack of knowledge and skills of primary
medical care, especially skills about physical examination, case report writing, differential diagnosis, medication
prescription, and cardiopulmonary resuscitation. In addition, the enhancement of these skills of the nursing
students was needed for this course. Therefore, clinical learning experience should be more emphasized before
the practicum such as practice with medical model, scenario simulation and arrangement of the surrounding and
atmosphere in the laboratory in such a way that they are most close to the setting of practice in the community
hospitals, and the instruction that emphasized critical thinking should be organized in order to promote learning

efficiency.

Keywords : Conditions of nursing practice, Competency, Primary Medical Care Practicum
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