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Health Care Services for Postpartum Incarcerated Women in Prison

Pimpilai Thongpaiboon M.Ed.
Nantaga Sawasdipanich Ph.D
Pilailuk Rojanaprasert MS.
Supaporn Wannasuntad Ph.D

Abstract

A number of female inmates have been increasing every year affecting the management toward
incarcerated women in all aspects including health dimension. The postpartum incarcerated women are a
vulnerable group that needs health care services different from other female inmates. This qualitative study is
aimed to explore health care services for postpartum incarcerated women in prison. In-depth interview with 30
female inmates and observation the environment in prison were used for gathering the data between October,
2012 and April, 2013. Data were analyzed by content analysis.

The finding revealed three major themes. Firstly, different postpartum services related to the prison’s
context included two subthemes: 1) postpartum was examined by doctor or nurse in some place and 2) some
prison using asking about symptoms without postpartum examination. Secondly, welfare for postpartum period
was not available in all prisons comprised of two themes: 1) sanitary napkin was sufficiently provided, 2) daily
supply was allocated by the budget, and 3) extra food was not available all places. Thirdly, promote maternal
role for child rearing and waiting for inspiration consisted of three subthemes: 1) gave opportunity for mother
and child’s bonding not attending vocational training, 2) health education for taking a better care of child with
using VCD and expert in some places, and 3) no mental health service but being lives until today because of
inspiration.

The results of this study shown ability of prison in managing health care service for postpartum
incarcerated women can be performed with a good level. A quality of healthcare services depends on context’s

prison, budget, personnel, and administration of prison.

Keywords : postpartum women, incarcerated women, health care services, prison
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