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Maternal Participation in Caring for High-Risk Neonate

Abstract

The aims of this study were to describe maternal participation in caring for their high-risk
neonates. Forty mothers of high-risk neonates and twenty registered nurses at a neonatal intensive
care unit (NICU) of Maharaj Hospital, Nakhonratchasima Province were participants in this study.
The data were collected by two sets of questionnaires. Three questionnaires were for the mothers and
two questionnaires for the register nurses to complete. The personal and general data were analysed
by descriptive statistics and paired t-tests were used to compare mean differences between the
mothers’ and the nurses’ perceptions of the actual and expected maternal participation in caring, and
also to compare the mean differences between mothers’ and nurses’ perceptions. According to the
study, the mothers’ perception of their actual participation in caring for their babies was less than their
expectation (p = < .001). The nurses’ perception of actual mothers’ participation in caring for their
babies was less than nurses’ expectation (p = < .001). The mean of actual maternal participation in
caring for high-risk neonates from the mothers’ perspectives was lower than the nurses’ perception (p
=<.01). The mean of expected maternal participation in caring for high-risk neonates from the
mothers’ perspectives was higher than the nurses’ perspectives (p = <.001). The results indicated that
the mothers of high-risk neonates needed to participate in caring for their babies more than they has
done. The mean of the mothers’ perception and nurses’ perception was also significantly different.
Nurses should explore the mothers needs of caring collaboration and promote maternal participation
which could start from listening to the mothers’ needs about caring for the high-risk neonates who
attend at the intensive care unit. This can ensure that the nursing care plan meet the needs and

expectation of the mothers in caring for high-risk neonates.
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