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Learning Problems and Needs of the Nursing Students of the Increase Nursing

Workforce Project for the Boarder Provinces of Southern Thailand

Abstract

The nursing students recruited for the increase nursing workforce project for the boarder provinces
of southern Thailand were from five provinces located at the boarder of southern Thailand. They all had
certain socio-cultural background that might affect their learning matters. This descriptive study was
conducted to identify their learning problems and needs. The samples were composed of 199 nursing
students recruited for the project studying at Boromarajonani College of Nursing, Nakhonratchasima in
academic year 2006. The data were collected by an open-ended questionnaire and analyzed with content
analysis. The results indicated that learning problems were related to three factors included 1) learning
management concerning over cramped learning schedule, inadequate learning facilities, and non-
promotive learning atmosphere, 2) instructor factors regarding rapid talk and boring teaching technique,
and, 3) learner factors comprising poor cognitive skill and inappropriate learning behaviors. The students
expressed their needs including appropriate schedule, smaller size classes, providing time to review before
the examination, adequate learning facilities, improving computer and library service system, and more
interesting teaching methods. The research results can be applied as a guideline for instructors to develop a

plan of learning management that can solve students’ learning problems and support their needs.

Keywords: nursing students, learning problems, learning needs
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