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Looking Backward for Future Research in Midwifery

Abstract

Dramatic changes in health problems, health care delivery system, client demographics, an
explosion of technology, and globalization have increased the use of scientific evidence in the provision of
care in midwifery. The aim of this article is to identify a future vision for midwifery research based on
literature reviews in midwifery research. Results have shown that the majority of research designs in the
past were quantitative approaches such as descriptive, survey, or experimental studies. Most of the studies
focused on intrapartum, antenatal, and postpartum periods respectively. Preconception and post
reproductive stages got much less attention. Due to a constant increase in complexity of the society, future
research designs should be shifted to qualitative or mixed methods. However, randomized controlled trial
is still important to evaluate effectiveness of midwifery interventions; and larger subjects are
recommended. Topics, needed to be explored, are HIV and complementary therapies, development of
advance technology to improve midwifery management and care, cost of midwifery care, collaborative

practices, and evident based-practices. Encouraged research area is preconception stage.

Keywords: future research, research in midwifery
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