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Rates of Recurrent Syphilis Infection in Sexually Transmitted Diseases Clinic

Office of Disease Prevention and Control, Region 1 Chiang Mai

ABSTRACT

Syphilis is a sexually transmitted infection, and is preventable and curable issues.
However, it may lead to recurrent if untreated or unprotected. The study aimed to
determine the rate of recurrent Infection found at the Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STls)
Clinic. Analysis of this study inspected retrospective data from the medical records of all
syphilis patients who received diagnosis and treatment at the STls Clinic of ODPC1 from 2015
to 2020 and compiled to the sum of 1,014 patients. Only new syphilis patients selected as
a demand to obtain information about types of sexual orientation, number of sexual partners,
condom use, HIV infection, latency stages, tracking of sexual partners, and post-treatment
follow-up. Analyses of the data processed to measure numbers and rates of reinfection by
terms of percentages, means and standard deviations. The results found out 942 new
syphilis patients being followed, who 125 had recurrent syphilis infections. In 2015, the rate
of reinfection was 18.10%, until 2020 it decreased to 5.00%. Reinfections of syphilis were
found increasingly in the 1% and 2" years after treatment. Recommendation from the
findings is individuals receiving syphilis treatment, as well as treatment facilities, should be
emphasized an importance of post-treatment follow-up to assess RPR titer levels, as these
can detect recurrent infections. Giving an emphasis to the correct use of condoms for

protection and tracking sexual partners for treatment are a remarkable maneuver to prevent

recurrent syphilis infection.

Key words: Rates of syphilis, Recurrent syphilis infection, Sexually transmitted diseases
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