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Demand for Studying the Master’s degree in Public Health of Sirindhorn College of Public Health,
Chonburi and Expected Characteristics of Graduate Attributes

of Queen Sirikit Health Centre Foundation

Warunsicha Supprasert* Thitima Diawwattanawiwat Nareerut Pudpong* Kamolnat Muangyim*

Yananthorn Krabthip* Kampanart Chaychoowong* Kamon Arjdee*

Abstract

This mixed method research aimed to: 1) investigate needs and factors effecting decision to pursue
master’s degree in public health of personnel working in Queen Sirikit Community Health Centers by using self-
administered questionnaire among 64 staffs of Queen Sirikit Community Health Centers; and 2) identify expected
characteristics of master’s degree graduates from opinion of 11 policy decision making administrators from
Queen Sirikit Community Health Centers Development Foundation and primary level administrators from Queen
Sirikit Community Health Centers by using in depth interviews, focus group discussions, and documentary
reviews. This study was carried out between March and April 2021. The collected data were analyzed using
descriptive statistics for quantitative data, and content analysis for qualitative data.

The findings revealed that majority of the samples were female (84.0%). Most participants were
public health technical officers. Half of them got bachelor’s degree of Public Health from Public Universities.
The samples had working experience more than 10 years (43.8%). Sixty percent of the samples stated the
needs for higher education and wanted to start in Academic Year 2022. Source of the budget was out of pocket
payment. The reasons for higher education demand were to enhance knowledge and skills, and career growth,
59.0% and 30.0% respectively. Most of the work-related problems needed to be solved by research were health
promotion in each age group; public health administration; non-communication diseases control and
prevention, respectively. Seventy-three percent of the participants wanted weekend class and online learning.
Factors affecting their decision for higher education were curriculum-work accordance and cost, 34.1% and
27.3% respectively. The expected characteristics of master’s degree graduates were academic smart, practical
problem solving by research approach, leadership, teamwork, and loyalty. So, curriculum development plan
as well as teaching-learning pattern had to be prepared according to needs and expectation of the learners and

graduates’ employers.

Keywords: needs for higher education, master’s degree of public health, expected characteristics of graduates
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