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Thalassemia is the chronic anemia which common in North-eastem Thailand.

Some patients have been underwent splenectomy to improve their condition.

To evaluate the results of splenectomy with incidental appendectomy in

children with Thalassemia.

A descriptive retrospective study was done. Medical records of children with

Thalassemia who was done splenectomy, were reviewed during 1"'Iuly 1999

to 30h |une 2004. Patients' data, surgical techniques, Hematocrit, transfusion

rate before and after splenectomy, complications were recorded. Data were

demonstrated in percentage, mean, SD,95o/" confident interval.

There were 25 patients, S male (32'/,),17 female (68%). Their mean age were

9.40 years (7.71-11.08), mean body weight 22.68kgs (18.98-26.38), mean height

119.U cms (111.12-127.51). The mean of hematocrit preoperative were 21..66,

21.44% 2 years and 1 year preoperative, respectively. And mean of hematocrit

postoperative were 29.56,29.48% 1 years and 2 year postoperative, respec-

tively. The hansfusion rate was decrease from A.2/year to 0.28/year. All

patients were underwent splenectomy with incidental appendectomy,

5 patients were also done cholecystectomy, one patients was corrected

umbilical hernia, too. An immediate postoperative complication was wound

infection 1 case (4%), long-term complication was 1 case of partial gut

obstruction.

Splenectomy with incidental appendectomy in children with Thalassemia were

safe and effectiveness. The blood transfusion were decreased, hematocrit were

increased.
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