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ABSTRACT

Tuberculosis (TB) was a global public health emergency, recognizing
its enormous, rising and far-reaching burden of disease. Treatment
duration was about 6-12 months, longer than another infectious
diseases.

To study the factors that related to tuberculosis treatment duration.
Retrospective Descriptive Study.

The patients who were diagnosed with tuberculosis and registered in
cure or completed treatment at the Department of Medicine, Buriram
Hospital.

Data from medical records during 1% October 2006 to 30" September
2008 were collected, then demographic data and radiological
findings of all patients were analyzed.

This study included 331 tuberculosis patients (male 217 cases, female
114 cases). The median age was 46.99 years (range 3 months to 92
years). There were 29 diabetes mellitus and 27 HIV infection.
Patients pulmonary TB, extrapulmonary TB and both pulmonary and
extrapulmonary TB were diagnosed in 88.52%, 10.27% and 1.21% of
the patients, respectively. Most were farmers (60.73%), and laborers
(22.96%). In pulmonary TB group, we treated with Category-I
regimen about 89.6%. We treated for 6 months about 54.88% and
more than 6 months about 45.12% in which the aging group,
bilateral pulmonary lesions, involvement more than 2 lung-zones
and cavitation from chest x-ray (P value = 0.000). But we had not
found statistical significance in diabetes mellitus and HIV infection
groups.

The factors that determined the treatment duration were depended
on WHO category. The aging group, bilateral pulmonary lesions,
involvement more than 2 lung-zones and cavitation in chest x-ray
were also significant factors to increase treatment duration more than
standard treatment protocol. But we had not found statistical
significance in diabetes mellitus and HIV infection groups.
Pulmonary tuberculosis, Treatment duration, DM, HIV
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