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Abstract

A cross-sectional study was conducted during June 2000 and July 2000 in

order to determine the prevalence and risk factors of tuberculous infection among

health care workers of Uthumpompisai Hospital. 152 out of 177 (80.58 percent)

personnels were eligible for the study, with 40 males and 1 l2 females. The mean age

was 3217 (19-59) years. Possible risk factors and relevant informations were col-

lected by using a self-administrated questionaires. All of the 152 personnels were

tested with PPD-TRC (Thai Red Cross Society) 10 IU by Mantoux technique and had

chest roentgenogram done. 47.37 percent (721152) had positive tuberculin test (an

induration of l0 mm. or more within 48-72 hours). 19.74 percent (30/152) had 15

mm. or more indurations. Age, Sex, Working department, BCG scar, history of

tuberculosis, household tuberculosis case contact and longer period of working his-

tory were not associated with higher rate of positive tuberculin test. No abnormal

chest roentgenogram.

The prevalence of tuberculous infection among health care workers of

uthumpornpisai Hospital (the department of intemal medicine) is high, probably

associated with the increasing numbers of AIDS and tuberculosis case in the hospital.

Therefore, health care workers should be alerted and appropriate tuberculosis infec-

tion control programe promptly implemented.
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