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ABSTRACT

Melioidosis is an infectious disease caused by the Gram-negative bacteria Burkholderia
pseudomallei, which is commonly found in soil and water in tropical countries, particularly in
Southeast Asia and Northern Australia. In Thailand, the disease is prevalent in the Northeast,
especially during the rainy season. Transmission occurs through percutaneous inoculation, ingestion,
or inhalation. Clinical manifestations are diverse. Adults with melioidosis often have underlying
comorbidities, such as diabetes or kidney disease, and most commonly present with lung infections.
In contrast, children with melioidosis usually have no underlying diseases, which differs from adults.
Common presentations in children are localized infections, such as skin infections or suppurative
parotitis, which is frequently reported in children in Thailand. The gold standard for diagnosis
is bacterial culture from clinical specimens. Treatment is divided into two phases: 1) an initial
intensive therapy phase with intravenous antibiotics, for which ceftazidime is the primary drug, and
2) an eradication therapy phase with oral antibiotics to prevent recurrence, for which co-trimoxazole
is the primary drug. Currently, there is no vaccine available; therefore, prevention focuses on
avoiding direct contact with soil or water for high-risk individuals.
Keywords : Melioidosis, children.
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