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ABSTRACT

Objective : To examine the effect of problem-based learning (PBL) in Subject of Ethics and law in
Nursing Profession on learning behavior and ethical decision making ability of nursing students.

Methods : This study was quasi-experimental research with one group pre-posttest design. A sample
were 101 second- year nursing students enrolled in the 2016 academic year at Srimahasarakham Nursing
College. This study was conducted between February—April 2018. Research instruments consisted of two
parts: 1) experimental instrument; Lesson Plan for Problem- based Learning, and 2) Data collection
instruments including questionnaire on learning behavior and Modified Essay Question (MEQ) for the
measurement of nursing students’ ethical decision making ability. Mean, standard deviation, and paired
t-test were the statistics used in the data analysis.

Results : 1) the overall learning behaviors through the perceptions of nursing students themselves
after implementing PBL module was significantly higher than before participating at the level of .05 2) the
nursing students’ ethical decision making ability after implementing PBL module was significantly higher
than before participating at the level of .05

Conclusion : Problem-based learning in Subject of Ethics and Law in Nursing Profession could enhance

learning behavior and ethical decision making ability of nursing students.

Keywords : Problem- based learning, Ethical decision making, Nursing students
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