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Frequency of Temporomandibular joint pain opposite

to the chewing side in patients with unilateral chewing habit

Sitta Jirakulsomchok, MD.

Kalasin Hospital, Kalasin Province.

Abstract

Introduction : Unilateral chewing habit was frequently found together with temporomandibular joint pain.
It is logically understanding that pain can occurs on the chewing side because work overload to the joint can cause
injuries to joint structures and related muscles. But a large number of pain opposite to the chewing side was also
observed.

Purpose : To explore the frequency of temporomandibular joint pain opposite to the chewing side and the
ratio compared to pain on the chewing side in patients suffered from temporomandibular joint pain with unilateral
chewing habit.

Materials and methods : Descriptive study in 150 patients with temporomandibular joint pain.

Results : There were 39 men and 111 women . Had 67 right temporomandibular joint pain, 81 left temporo-
mandibular joint pain and 3 bilateral temporomandibular joint pain. In the unilateral temporomandibular joint pain
patients, there were 85 patients with pain on the chewing side (57.4%), 45 patients with pain opposite to the chewing
side (30.2%) and 18 patients chewing equally on both side (12.2%).

Conclusions : Pain opposite to the chewing side can be found 30.2% in patients suffered from temporo-
mandibular joint pain with unilateral chewing habit. Ratio between pain opposite to chewing side and pain on the
chewing side is 1 : 2. So it is not surprising to find patients chewing on one side but get temporomandibular joint pain

in another side.

Keywords : Temporomandibular joint pain, Unilateral chewing.
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