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Abstract

This qualitative research aimed to study
nurse-characteristics preferences of older adult
patients with advanced cancer. The patients who
were diagnosed with cancer by their primary
doctors, admitted to Chonburi Cancer Hospital
(Length of stay > 7 days), and met other inclusion
criteria--score from the assessment by the
Palliative Performance Scale version2 < 60, as
illness with advanced cancer--were recruited by
the purposive sampling. There were 20 samples.
They were invited and interviewed in depth
following the Semi-Structured Interview Guide
which was developed by reviewing literature
and tested for the content validity. The content
analysis was used to analyze the data. Three
nursing experts on cancer care, palliative care,
end-of-life care, and care for the elderly verified the

prior categories. The result showed 4 categories
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emerged. These were (1) needed behaviors/
personalities of nurses (effective communication);
(2) preferred nursing care (relieving discomfort,
helping patient service, and providing knowledge);
(3) characteristics of nursing professional (consisting
of knowledge, skills, and ethics); (4) values of
nurses (Every nurse could provide good nursing
care); In summary, to improve quality of nursing
care, palliative care focusing on comfort care for
older adult patients with advanced cancer needs
professional nurses who have sufficient knowledge
and skills in effective communication, relieving
discomfort (especially pain), and ethics for
comfort care.

Key words: Nurse-Characteristics Preferences
Older Adult Patients with Advanced Cancer

Palliative Care
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