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The Art and Science of Pediatric Oral Medication
Administration: The Critical Role of Nurses

in Enhancing Safety

Thanate Tienthong, M.N.S.!, Pattaravalai Muangthong, M.N.S.*

Abstract

Pediatric oral medication administration requires attention to developmental physiology,
swallowing ability, and cooperation, all of which may affect dose accuracy and safety. This narrative
review synthesizes evidence and practical guidance for nurses on selecting dosage forms, verifying
whether tablets may be split or crushed, measuring liquid medicines in milliliters (mL) with an
appropriate oral syringe, positioning and administering medication, and communicating with children
at different developmental stages. Experimental evidence on caregivers’ measurement of liquid
medicine indicates greater dosing errors with cups and mismatched label and device units. Nurses
should therefore verify medication orders and concentrations, select a device suited to the prescribed
volume, and ask caregivers to demonstrate measurement and administration before discharge.
Safe practice combines accurate medication checks with age-appropriate communication and family

participation.

Key words: Oral medication administration, Pediatric patients, Patient safety, Nursing role,
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AuAAIAREDUVNIEN (medication error) TltuAdaaunadd widulandvimed fgyresssuy
assuguilanfinsenusionraasndevesiiaslaenss maswesdeululunszuaunislien dunoud
“Ingn” Aandounilinunisuimsen administration) ws1zdAsusimsmugavheneufionazfigioe
Tuuunvedlng werunadedndniidusgminnuuasiunumlnensdumsisiounayousn uwiluaaunisel
3wy “do9719” semiangufilutesFeufumanisalluaedn lnsanizifleaulifeiiniifidediin
sumsdoamsuazauiaile

wansAnwlutihAnymenualnesulgareasiiouliiuiarueaandeulunisuimseissaing
AnuiRgsmauld Tnsanmnddiietesiunslinuasuneulion nslinuanufiawainvesmuies was
mmné’amigﬂﬁmmﬁaLﬁmmmﬁmwmm (Thadakant et al,, 2022) Usingnisalsisnanaiuisaesuigle
fhouuudtnosdaaiaves Reason duauohaufisnainazamadstasiievodduilussuunaeduiniu
wouffu fluszduaruianaafiintulaenss (active failures) Wy sruarududuiavionisuiuinin
wag anuRanatniiiuieuluwdslussuu (latent conditions) Wy aanfugunsainidliiaglimsetu
nsdeansddslidniay viohifidunouaoufgualianiandu enadelimnuianainintuvionganiu
N139192989U (Reason, 2000)

Tudndulssidiuduanudasafeiidosinsannasanszuunslion lnslamznisfunuagnis
s ming nsmeassuuudulunatingn 3 uis fudunaseadinergliiiu 8 ¥ §1uiw 2,110 Ay
wuhdesas 84.4 masminamandeustetiesniinda uazdosar 21.0 nseanndeulusyduinnegaos
nilinda Inenslidemeduiusiuauaaandeunnninssuanmaendmsuudssynu (Yin et al,, 2015)
Favssnaridunasinnismaassiigunasesmae flvguanisairnuaainindeusinnislienass
Tulssnenunalve usazvieunnudnduvesnmssenuuuaanuazgunsalmaeniitaiau

ﬂ'ﬁu%mimwﬂ'miu;:i{haLﬁﬂﬁmmﬁﬂﬁ'zyaé’m?jq wmszLutesmsmslieniinuesiian uindu
fanududeugduvansda ianuusnsnswessuuuue anududureseith masunmuagaaniming
nsidenldgunsalaseivanzan wagn1siansiunisufiaseluiin (Bowden & Greenbers, 2016;
Hockenberry & Wilson, 2018) uananni wuvnsanadauusiiliszyruineindunhefiadansies
ot uarligunsalinnsgiu Wu nszusnmedmiuiuyseniu (oral syringe) ilpananuduau
vosjguanazanauaaInladeulunIsmIse (Yin et al, 2016)

Fromni unaruidasdianeiesdanuiiisududniunisuimssmsdnlugiedn Tne
ysanmsemanifunnuvasafonseuasndsine Wifuaaddumsdoms Inineriauins uas
nsquanvuaseuaiudugudnans ieduaiulimeruiasansaufoalionsuasnds fiuszaviam ua
WNZANAUUTUVAS R BANUsag 1Y

sUnuugaosnuluGn

msidenguuuuenfivnzaudmsudndulededdyiifinaseussavinmussnsinwm amnulasnds
warAusfiolunisiulsemiue wnfidediiadunisnduen n1ssusa uazANaNINIaluNITUBNEINNS
lifisUszasdlddnau Seindudesfinnsaniisony dwiin seduinunis uazauantimandunssuvesen
TunSounu (Cram et al., 2009; Hockenberry & Wilson, 2018; Thaiyapirom, 2018)
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g150uvvrsmanduguuuuiidonanniigalumsnuaziinidn esannduldisuazanunsa
UurnagmadwiingaldSaveuninediaviouaua iselipuamauimueldmudidinisinm
ogauslug NIy (Bowden & Greenberg, 2015; Cram et al., 2009) mgﬂLLUUﬁawaagiugﬂaWiazawa
giden vidostunzneu Ssthuungneusniufesvernteulinnaduiolffenszate
atheasiiane (Bowden & Greenberg, 2015; Lertthamthewi, 2020)

aglsfmu srdiaderiueaiinanerududu newweenansyilivesludin Wy enanldvde
Uity mnidentenududuiin enariliAensldsusnfurmnavieldsunlsidismeld dafu neruna
uaziguaisiosmadovaatne amudutu usrddimsinyiosasdon T egUnsainingu
Fivinzay Wy nszunmeIdmdusulsenu (oral syringe) tnnninisidauasaBeu (Yin et al, 2016)

Tuvisantunisal sriidnduenslddsmieluguuuuenin vinlsdeddondnniounusaluidin
Taslomgludnlafianunsandusialiud eghdlsinmu msudseiadne uae viedauaUgadesinsne
Anusednseds nszeunsviiagnesnuuulilissuunisuanudesmenuuuianieg Wy modified-release,
controlled-release, extended-release 73P8LIAAMABY enteric-coated S?jdlﬂﬂ?igﬂvm L?;}‘&n ERIRINGE
linsiaaouteyandndasineu ilesaneravilisuuuumsuanUdessiasuuuas 1in dose dumping way
Lﬂ'ummﬁm@iaﬁwﬁl’mm (Hockenberry & Wilson, 2018; Institute for Safe Medication Practices [ISMP],
2016) \iolifigunuveminfimnzay o1 ududesfisnsaneudiavionadganiuauainsalunisndu
yaafin MIuvsnsasinelimsiadunndnuuznisusnifissediafer nerutafensIvaouenansias
AYILNSY tananaffue wardiuzieandsnsrowindneniuiuudldviold mnseyliuddd AR
wugth WU Ledesuuasinen LLa8Glilﬁ]aEJUﬂ’J’liJalJiJuiiljsuaﬁ%umWéldLL‘U'Q (ISMP, 2016)

Nagnsn1sYANISSaABIRY

savndvesondutladuddiifinasemusniislunmssuussmueiluginedin lneemslumsnuas
Wnidndsdimnulbisiosandlifivssasdganininlavazdlng Windnufiaseniidsavy da viedisanndns
Tugpatn dwmalsuuseniuelinsumuiaunIssnela (Cram et al., 2009; Saengperm, 2018; Smith
et al.,, 2022)

nsdanssanienotavilivatsds wu madenlisuuuueiuindusa nsnanefuemsnie
isesuUsinaudntiesunnyay vemsidnauihnundeiuussmusiteansanndndludan (Saengperm,
2018; Smith et al., 2022) sgslsfinu MmsvdndesnsaaueTusImdnindossuUszudulsed wu
uakil ke vidownsiloddy wneorwilfidinideulsssanilifiniszasduesenduematu uazthlug
ﬂﬁﬂﬁmﬁmmﬂuamﬂm (Rungamornrat, 2019; Smith et al., 2022)

Sninaiianisiifvsslonionislouslindnidssuaeiuuardoudmadudimosnsefaudy
Fetrwannissusalaemsdldundiuuartaglmanndueilddty (American Academy of Pediatrics (2024);
Smith et al, 2022) wenunadsmsiinnudifeafusanien wade taste masking wazmsidonIsnmanza
fupusazedauazinnuaazse
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Wi Fndiugu wes taslou & anseilueds
U g1Ufdue enanld Forlnuan iu waliisadn
ARt wanglad AISE 28an

Ay SIMAN BN nMme Ly Unimesanend

nuBe: duasigiiarinuuadain Cram et al. (2009), Saengperm (2018), uag Smith et al. (2022)

aUnsninazn1smo091U1ASSIU

nsmsenegagnisaiussdusznoudidyuesanuvasadslunsuimseludiiodin lesan
aunedmsudindiulngfunamuimindrteuiiinseme anussmedeusdifiondntosorarili
dinlgsuenfuvendelasueldieme dwadeUszansnmresnisinuuasifiuanudssroeinislifis
UszasAane1 (Nursing Division, Office of the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Public Health, 2020)

wameannakusi g mhe faunuunsnwiduy Tasaneladans (mL) wasvandeanisldm
Tour (teaspoon) 3o Toulfy (tablespoon) Iumié’i’ﬂ%’mLLazmﬂﬁﬁwLLuzﬂﬂLLd@’ﬂﬂmm WSz
Rnnnuduauazihlugaiunainidouvesuuingn (ISMP, 2020) uenanil msviandeamsidountaideu
flomnflvunauazUSiasuandiaiu limangdmsunsasenegiuiug

gunsaluuzihdmunsmesludin Wun dremee doumaen warlnglanenszuenmagndmiy
Sutsevnu (oral syringe) Fawinzdmsunisn Windn wazefidedduSunaios Lﬁaqmﬂiﬁmwmmué’wqqmdw
wazmuANUTINuelFAnIgUnsalviindu (American Academy of Pediatrics (2024); Yin et al., 2016) Wenu1a
msns19aeugUnsaiilvEunasedifiviieinaonadestuaanen uarasasuitldesugndesieundutiu
(ISMP, 2020)

Tuneuin nsldaunsal nssuenaendmiusudsenu (oral syringe) saufunisUeuendmia
Futrsvosnssiaufudigliinnduldietu anmsjmossididundnolaonss uazanaudesde
nsle A1wen Wsedian (American Academy of Pediatrics (2024); Smith et al., 2022) fathy nsiaentld
gunsalunasgu nsldmine faddns (mL) Wissegaien uagn1shiruuztfunasesegnegnsies Sadued
UsgnevdAguesunumnenuialunsauasuanuvasnsenisenluin (ISMP, 2020)

inatinmsusnissniilaoans

Foyaanvdngrudssyingnuhmiunaaedeusnaifnlifudninntouuazmasni msfng
Gedunalugpuaifin 100 au finsaousioueUfiussiansdmiunami nuiwausordonddadulignies
23 970 50 AU (Seway 46) (Berthe-Aucejo et al., 2016) donndasiudnnisAnwilugunases 287 Ay wud
Sovar 41.1 mseniemaadeusnninfesay 20 vesruIndids naudildFutmuuziuuuaianie
Isfansnnduuazgunsninmaen Sdndiumsiiniosas 209 Wisuduiosar a7.8 lunguitllésuitaoegis el
Jupnuduiusannisfineidedaune Slinafigatinauasna (Yin et al, 2016) dayadinarunannsiing
AsUssinanazlildgUanisallulsaneiuialne uwiadvayulimeiuiansiaaeudsiniene @engunsal
fmnzan uazlipuaaidanisasennouhluldess
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1. nswieen nelvien msdsleliazenn nveaeudes vunen aududu funiney uag
Mdansinuilignies mm“ﬂumﬁwLLﬁuaumsﬂauéfadLﬁushmmawqﬂﬂ%gq LazAITNsFegUnsaifingefiy
Usunauendisiosnis ietastuaruaanindoulunislien (Bowden & Greenberg, 2015; ISMP, 2020)

2. nsdmviveudn msdelifnegluvindafnssFofsds (semi-upright position) ilevaels
ndueldeuazanaundssienisddn nandosnslielurneiifinuensiu Tnawwglumsnuasifingn
(Bowden & Greenberg, 2015; Lertthamthewi, 2020)

3. mstlauen asld nszuenmsedmiuulseniu (oral syringe) viogunsaliimueuUTanmen
106 navanggunsalusnamuluvenseiauiy uwieee q Jeusndidaiudiesteslin wuniswue)
Wnanshuviesundsae nszwansiitisann1siusalans ann1smeen wazanaILdsion1sddn
(American Academy of Pediatrics (2024), Smith et al., 2022)

4. Fznsnau mstousmsieded q wasludony eglianiinardwiunsnauneuas
fugiia wandesnsteutomaluaduien msrenavilidnle ddn wiemesesenunld (Bowden &
Greenberg, 2015; Hockenberry & Wilson, 2018)

5. mMsguanainisliien vassuusenueuad mslidnAuthmudndesmnmanyeay deviean
sanNANILAYEIATIVENDNIINT0IUN TauTaAuareIngUnsainsemaviinuynads iedestu
msdudeunassoundondmiunsidnundsell (Bowden & Greenbers, 2015)

Tnvasyu wadanslinivasasslufinszneusioniswSouesgisseunsy msdaviimanza
nadenldigunsaiuinsgiu uazmstiousnagnedn 4 damenudrmesnsefaudy Setmunidisanaruides
donsdrdnuaziiulonmariiinezldsusasumuunun1ssne (American Academy of Pediatrics (2024);
Smith et al., 2022)

JoMISs=Ioldomaln

msusmssmnsdinludnddudesiidadenssetuanzsuaeusens Wesmndin Tneanie
msnuaznndn Salimunsvesszuumaiuems ssuueuluiludu warnsvhauveddalidauysel Jade
mehﬁfmﬁ]aqwasiams@m%u N19N521867 Wazn13A1Ane1 (Hockenberry & Wilson, 2018; Thaiyapirom, 2018)

UszihudAgylsenisndafie liaslihrauiinetgaindt 12 weu siudialiasuanenduiiis

v
3 =

Tunsn LW‘i’I%‘L}S’WBNEJ’H]@J&UEJ‘%GUBGL%BVIH@ infant botulism ¢ (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
2026) uenanil MsHENELINISHALETUBININENYEo s Tuve N Wy uwl uune vi3eens
iloddy wngerailidnfufsrewmsiilumenduazdwmanenginssumsiulussezen Rungamornrat,
2019; Smith et al., 2022)

dmiunisuavsedawlasguiuuen msviamgidleilaieniuanunsadauladfesnaaonse
Enﬁasﬂui’lﬂﬂ’li do not crush wu slow-release, extended-release 138 enteric-coated formulations
ldmsgnua 1Aen vieuvaeddasliildsumuusinninindsnsviedoyandndasiidnay (SMP, 2016)
nsnszmindadenisss Savaniiinruddnlunmsdesfunmzunsndouninet anaudssionisddnnie
nslasuenlignees wazdlinisinuniivssdnsninuasUasnsiaasan (Hockenberry & Wilson, 2018;
ISMP, 2016)
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inatinn1sdoansuazandns1n1s90ToauEo0ds

ﬂwsﬁaaﬁﬁ’uﬁﬂaaLﬁﬂiuizmwmiﬁmimL%uaﬂﬁﬂizﬂauéﬁﬁgﬁﬂhEJLﬁmmmi'mﬁa anANLANN
fva wavasauszaunsalideuinsensiny walailinsaenndestuimunsmiaiiygn o1sual was
dspumpain (Hockenberry & Wilson, 2018; Rungamornrat, 2019)

ludinierimiiu 01y 1-3 U windnfianudesnismvauaniunisaluazuaninanududase Juin
ﬁaﬁwmﬁaiﬁﬂdwgﬂﬁaﬁu il linaie “ndwaininden” wu Wdndeninzsuemeleiedsuln wie
ﬁlﬂ‘%JUEJ’]ngfﬂEEUﬂﬂi@ﬂ‘ﬂ%@‘umam 3‘§5ﬁhsammiﬂwsu,aw‘fﬂﬁlﬁﬂiﬁﬂdmuLmﬁaﬁwmﬂumiﬁﬂﬁﬂa
(Rungamornrat, 2019)

nsdifiendsaldfiesUsvasd msuondinauauduaidussiuiimunyauiute waveSuieiasilesls
Freliuenlaiety Wy Auhauseldrnaundsiuen Lmﬁﬂﬁsﬁwammmiﬁﬂgﬂwaaml,aza'm%mmm
Thndlasgnidnduggua (Rungamornrat, 2019; Saengperm, 2018)

yiiiveagflsienAdaudndnylaiuiiu fauansivinfiiuns asu uazlaiisainAuly mszaudaeen
vesgflngjanunsadienenlugiinuasiiung@nssusioduld nsuaunausenitanaianiadninendu
msdaviilousnfimnzanazdielrnisuimsenduluegesuiuasUasnfounniu (American Academy of
Pediatrics (2024); Lertthamthewi, 2020)

msdolaszrnazonusiswa

PNMINUILITIUNTTILAE UL TR A0 apifuldimsuimsgmanludnlaldies
asfadanade widunszuiumsiidesysannisvanedia famuaenfovesruy NseRNLUUFULUUEN
Anuuiuglun1Inaeen wgRnssuvenan wazAunsouvesaua (Reason, 2000; Rungamornrat, 2019)

Useiiiuwindie Anudaeasdeuaznislestiunisdrdn nisld nssuanmisendmiusuusemu (oral
syringe) Jeustnsuinswesnsefaufusiuiumsiaviuuuiads idumadeifinguansnadndaou mae
Fremuauiimnanislavesst annsluadngaolasns waetaelidnndueldfidu (American Academy of
Pediatrics (2024); Smith et al., 2022)

Ussifuiiaesiio anuwsiugwosunne Tasanglusmindwiugn uwmsanaaiduayu mL-only
dosing wazmsldgunsalmeenifiumsguifisriuaainet nsidisanauduauainuiie spoon-based
LLazammmﬂmmLﬂﬁaumaa;ﬁ@jLLalé’ﬁﬂ (Yin et al., 2016; Yin et al., 2021)

Usziuiianude anuvasadsainnisdaudasguuuuen enfiinisuanUdssuvudnulasvie
indoufiavliimsgnuaesinglinaasudeyanou sizenavilvissdusuasunasegsquusaasifniy
ANeld (ISMP, 2016)

Uspifiufidae mnusiiioveaiinuazaseunss msdnmssanien msudniassmssaselueman
waznslimadiedninefimnzaniuse Suinaso mnuimilolumslden (medication adherence) uaz
seUsraunsalvanfniunsinuilusseze (Cram et al,, 2009; Rungamornrat, 2019; Smith et al., 2022)

Faidu nenuradslsimagrueafisadufufiRnusdinmsinu widuisussiduamndes {deans
Haouuuy uwariasesruuanulasadieseauujuRinisluiunasawesnisguain
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=] % ¢ & a Aa i % a a a <
A15°99 2 duasisnuszinwingeilinasienulasniewasUszavanaroin1suImseaUInluin

4 a L]

- - AR fal
Usziawingn v o w o = 2 o 1o we
(Bangulszanty) @nanguazimaualsun)

Uougnaunavenseiauny 4w
Y e o e NN semi-upright Lay
. MY NITUBNANEIFEMTUTUUTEN U L L
MIdNanNIaY gag reflex , N Uougognetn o audanaey
(oral syringe) ¥I8AIVANTANI B
AINAU

nslrauesen

msszyUinnadu daddns (mL)

4 wagnszuanauedmiuiulseniy asugunaseddaunsalnisen
ANUARIALATDUIDIVUINEN , p 4y
(oral syringe) muAaIAAAeUluN1s  AInssiuaaingn

A9e1laRNI1 spoon-based dosing

81 modified-release Wag - . L.
. - . , , JINYIUNFUNINDUAALUAY
ANULTUNEINNNNTAALUASET  enteric-coated lumsgﬂ‘um

, sUuuUeN
Inglinsivaou
. . v et ¥e o L y MANALINIINANYY/DIMNTAU
infant botulism Mulvddludne gdindl 12 weuw  x »
UHelunIsn
MMsUaTITaYIRE LAz N1SE0ENS ¥ nsiisudenlnnuazesune

nsu)Lasen W D . L
AuTgTIeNANNTINTDlUNSItEN  Bg19aSela

NUYLA: Ny UFATI¥N Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2026), American Academy of

Y

Pediatrics (2024), Institute for Safe Medication Practices [ISMP] (2016), Reason (2000), Smith et al. (2022)

unéasuy

nsusmssmaUntugthewndunszuiunsideserdeianiuiniddinisuaginyen1sujun
9819821 88ATOUABY LINTANYAENNETTINGT WA wazNgANTIUALANINE e Msfvuavung)
nsEenIULULEY MIRNen kagdsnsleuendsiesiansanegrumvinzauivelinissnuliussavsanuay
‘Uaamﬁaﬁjﬁ’s’jﬂ (Hockenberry & Wilson, 2018; Thaiyapirom, 2018)

nsmudeUANUgneBIveIn sieawsalinseundnnislyien 10 Usenis (10 rights; 10R) laun
anEvae Qniviana gnlingn gnItnIe gALIAN gATWIA KUV QNA1SERNgVETIAIAnTY gnn1sUuiin uay

a . . ° IR 2 v H o Y v g

aNNSARMIUKARBUANDY (Vaismoradi et al, 2020) dwsugtheiandensiaasuiviniaradnududunly
AIUIWINEY FRaNTAULALE kAaTUTHEIUNIINAUTINAEY NMTUTMTEIRRIEANANAINYNABITDIVUINY
nslaviiae fiaddns (mL) iesegradeiluendl nsldaunsalniseniliunsgiu wasnisvanidesnisaaula

v o a o a a wa Y v a ay 1= s
sUnuuenlivaendy vauzdeaiu TulefoR weruvadesdilamadianisansanilifisUsead nstouen
v v v 1% v o 1A & A a a i o <
N 9AUT190INTERAN N1FIRVITMIZEN Lan15HeaSRNInINgINNNYITTBvauAn (ISMP, 2016)

evign werualvdnlunumdfglugiuedaua daeuiuy wasuszanunuiuaseuasalunis
dguasumsldenegnavaends mnaunsaysannisismansuazdadidismeiuls nsuimsethuanazlily
igansfandesilinsutuneu uiaznaneidunszuiunisguaiivaenss fuszavsnim wazadanudedy
wAANLazATEUATIE N9 (Rungamornrat, 2019; Thailand Nursing and Midwifery Council, 2020)
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dotauauuzidounua

1. werunamamuaeuienn arududu wuine wegddimsinvignads Tasiamglugihid
Na1wAULNUY (Nursing Division, Office of the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Public Health, 2020)

2. msldgunsalmesninnsgiu Inslanns nszuenmsendmsuFuUsENL (oral syringe) wazdeans
yungdumiheiaddnsiiisadaier ISMP, 2020; Yin et al., 2016)

3. mslouguinduinwesnsefauduluvidoviensds uazdousiegndr q awdamenisnau
(American Academy of Pediatrics (2024); Smith et al., 2022)

4. vandeensuavdoulsendiinnsuasudesuwuusaulamiandaufiveulaglildSumuuzinen
Wndvns (ISMP, 2016)

5. vumauefuthisludneiesiingt 12 feu uasvdnidssniswaueluomsvdnueadn (Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention, 2026; Smith et al., 2022)

6. ‘lfé?mﬂﬁﬂﬁamiuazgﬂammﬂaﬁa WU power of choice lariuausauiiolunissuusemuen
(Rungamornrat, 2019; Saengperm, 2018)

7. werunaasvimididu clinical educator lun1siingunasedlviniauazdousragiegnias
npunauUu (Nursing Division, Office of the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Public Health, 2020)
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