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Abstract

The objective of this research was to
examine attitudes toward adolescent pregnancy
and nursing care behaviors for adolescent
mothers among obstetric nurses working at
public hospitals in the three southern border
provinces. A random sample of 230 obstetric
nurses was recruited in the study. Data were
collected by self-report questionnaires devel-
oped by the researcher which included nurse’s
attitude toward adolescent pregnancy question-
naire and nursing care behaviors for adolescent
mother questionnaire. Cronbach’s alpha coeffi-
cients of both questionnaires were .78 and .86
respectively. Data were analyzed by using
descriptive statistics, t-test, ANOVA, and
Pearson’s product moment correlation. Alpha
level of .05 was set as statistically significant.
Results of the study revealed that:

1. Nurses had overall attitudes toward
adolescent pregnancy at a fair level ()_( = 2.26,
SD = 0.49). Overall nursing care behaviors
for adolescent mother were rated at a good level
()_(= 3.45, SD = 0.38).

2. Nurses with different age, years of
working experience in obstetric wards, and
receiving continuing education on adolescent
pregnancy had no significant difference in
attitudes toward adolescent pregnancy and
nursing care behaviors for adolescent mother

at significant level of .05.

3. There was no significant relationship
between overall attitudes toward adolescent
pregnancy and nursing care behaviors for
adolescent mother at significant level of .05
(r = .006). However, there was a low positive
relationship between attitudes toward adoles-
cent pregnancy in the aspect of caring for
adolescent mother and nursing care behaviors
for adolescent mother in the aspect of protec-
tion of confidentiality (r=.182, p =.006). Find-
ings of the study suggest the needs for main-
taining and promoting positive attitudes and
nursing care behaviors for adolescent mothers
among nurses to enhance high quality of care
for adolescent mothers.

Key words: Attitudes, adolescent pregnancy,

nursing care behavior, obstetric nurses.
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