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Abstract

The purpose of this descriptive research
was to examine and to compare cultural and
Islamic beliefs care needs and actual care
Muslim women received during antepartum,
intrapartum, and postpartum period. A system-
atic random sample of 180 postpartum Muslim
women receiving prenatal care and gave a birth
at community hospitals, Songkhla province,
was recruited. The questionnaire used to collect
data included 24-item care needs and 24-item
actual received care during antepartum, intra-
partum, and postpartum period. The internal
consistent reliability of the questionnaire, using
Kuder Richardson Coefficient, was .80. Descrip-
tive statistics, and chi-square were used to
analyze the data. The results showed that:

1. The overall cultural and Islamic
beliefs care needs of Muslim women during
antepartum, intrapartum, and postpartum period
was at high level ()?= 23.62, SD = 0.94).

2. The overall actual care Muslim women
received during antepartum, intrapartum, and

postpartum period was at high level ()_( = 18.08,

SD = 2.16).

3. Using chi square test for comparison,
there were 9 from 24 items of cultural and
Islamic beliefs care needs significantly higher
than actual care provided for Muslim women.

Findings of this study could be used to
guide the development of clinical nursing
practice guideline (CNPG) to provide care for
Muslim women during pregnancy, intrapartum,
and postpartum period focusing on the men-
tioned 9 items of care needs to serve Islamic
culture and beliefs.

Key words: Cultural and Islamic beliefs, care

need, actual care received, Muslim women
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