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Abstract

Opisthorchiasis remains an ongoing public health problem in the Northeastern region,
Thailand. This cross-sectional study aimed to investigate health belief model related to
opisthorchiasis prevention among village health volunteers (VHV). The study sample comprised 84
VHYV from a sub-district in Warinchumrap, Ubon Ratchathani province. Data were collected using a
questionnaire and analyzed using descriptive statistics.

The findings revealed that the majority of VHV were females (78.60%) with an average age
of 56.51 years. They reported annual stool examination for parasite eggs (66.70%) and had no
history of opisthorchiasis infection (88.10%). However, 59.50% had a history of consuming raw
food and 59.50% had never received training on opisthorchiasis prevention. Regarding health belief
model, most VHV exhibited moderate perceived susceptibility (90.50%) and high perceived
severity (56.00%). They also indicated high perceived benefits (81.00%) and low perceived barriers
(47.60%) associated with opisthorchiasis prevention. Training programs are recommended to
promote and develop strong health belief models among VHV. This will empower them to serve as
effective role models for health personnel and ultimately contribute to reducing the risk of

opisthorchiasis in their communities.
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