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Abstract

This study aimed to examine the factors associated with infectious waste management
behaviors among caregivers in Kantharawichai District, Maha Sarakham Province, Thailand. A cross-
sectional descriptive research design was employed. A total of 145 participants were selected using
purposive sampling. Data were collected through a structured questionnaire and analyzed using
descriptive statistics, Point-Biserial Correlation, Eta Correlation Coefficient, and Pearson’s
Correlation.

The results showed that the majority of participants were female (95.17%) and aged between
30 and 59 years (74.47%). Most were farmers (63.45%). In terms of waste management practices,
21.46% disposed of infectious waste along with general household waste, 17.56% used burning
methods, and 18.05% buried the waste. Participants had a good level of knowledge (mean = 15.53,
S.D. =2.53), good management behavior (mean = 3.90, S.D. = 0.49), and a moderate attitude toward
infectious waste management (mean = 3.62, S.D. = 0.51).

The statistical analysis revealed significant positive correlations between occupation (r=0.102,
p-value < 0.05), knowledge (r = 0.247, p-value < 0.01) and attitude (r = 0.427, p-value < 0.01) and
the behaviors related to infectious waste management. These findings highlight the need for targeted
educational programs and effective communication strategies to enhance awareness and improve
proper infectious waste management among community caregivers, thereby reducing health and

environmental risks.
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-4l 23 15.86
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- gnIuesTyAgdmne 2 1.38
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SR RETRLY] 5 3.45

Y A 1A
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