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Factors Associated with Knowledge, Attitudes, and Behaviors
in the Management of Infectious Wastes

among Personnel from Academic Institutes

Somsiri Decharat™?, Piriyalux Phethuayluk™

Abstract

This research aimed to study situations, knowledge levels, attitudes, and behaviors
of infectious waste management, to examine relationships between personal factors and
knowledge attitudes, and behaviors of infectious waste management, and to examine
relationships between knowledge, attitudes, and behaviors with the situations and suitability
for the management of infectious waste among personal in academic institutions. Data were
collected using a questionnaire with a content validity of 0.975. Samples included 270
personnel from academic institutes selected using purposive sampling method. The data
were collected between October 2020 and August 2021. Descriptive data were analyzed using
frequencies, percentages, means, and standard deviations. Inferential statistics using Chi-
square tests, Pearson’s product moment correlation coefficients, and multiple regression
were conducted. Results showed that the personnel at all levels had knowledge in managing
infectious wastes at a moderate level (X=66.88, SD=8.39). Their attitudes in handling
infectious wastes (§:2.07, SD=0.22) and behaviors in managing infectious waste (?:2.08,
SD=0.27) were also at moderate levels. Knowledge, attitudes and behaviors in managing
infectious waste had significant positive relationships with proper infectious waste
management of infectious wasted at p=0.05. Therefore, ongoing projects to improve
knowledge and increasing skills in managing infectious wastes are necessary for schools and

related agencies to properly manage infectious wastes to maintain proper sanitation.
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