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Factors Associated with First Antenatal Care Visit after 12 weeks

of Pregnancy in Mahasarakham Hospital
Kanya Toontham™, Nittaya Armartpundit”

Abstract

This analytical cross-sectional study aimed to determine factors associated with the
first antenatal care (ANC) visit after 12 weeks and the rate of the first ANC visit after 12 weeks
of pregnancy in Mahasarakham Hospital. Samples consisted of 145 pregnant women who
were 18 years and older who had their first ANC visit at Mahasarakham Hospital during August
2024 and February 2026. The associations between various factors and the first ANC visit after
12 weeks of gestation were analyzed using Chi-square tests, with Fisher's exact test applied
when assumptions were violated. Multivariate analyses were used to analyze the
relationships between factors affecting the first ANC visit after 12 weeks. Significance level
was set at p-value<0.05. The results showed that the rate of the first ANC visit after 12 weeks
of Pregnancy in Mahasarakham Hospital was 20.00 percent and the factor significantly
affecting their first ANC visit after 12 weeks of gestation was the adequacy of family income
and monthly expenses (aOR 0.063, 95%Cl 0.009-0.442, p=0.005). The findings from this study
can be used to conduct more in-depth quantitative and qualitative studies, and to develop
projects to promote first ANC visits within 12 weeks.
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