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Nurses’ Knowledge, Attitude, and Nursing Practices for Pain
Management for Postoperative Children

Katakorn Prasanwon® M.N.S.
Autchareeya Patoomwan*** Ph.D.
Renu Pookboonmee*** D.S.N.

Abstract:

The purposes of this descritive research were to examine the relationship
between knowledge, attitude, and practices of nurses to manage postoperative pain in
children. The data of this descriptive research was collected from 123 nurses who
cared for postoperative children at five tertiary hospitals under the supervision of the
Ministry of Public Health from different parts of Thailand. The data were analyzed by
using descriptive statistics, and Pearson’s product moment correlation. The results
showed that the level of nurses’ knowledge and attitude about pain management for
postoperative children were moderate and the level of pain management practices was
high. Nurses’ knowledge and attitude about pain management for postoperative children
had a statistically significant positive relationship with the pain management practices of
nurses for postoperative children. The most frequent barrier of nurses in providing
postoperative pain management for children were lack of children and parents’ cooperation;
nurses’ inadequate knowledge and skills regarding pain assessment, especially how to
select the assessment tool; and nurses’ inability to differentiate children’s pain behaviors.
The findings highlight the need to provide regular training for nurses in the selection of
pain assessment instruments appropriate to the age of each patient and to develop
nursing practice guidelines for pain assessment and managementof postoperative
children.
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