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Roles of Home Health Care Nurses in Caring for Patients
Receiving Chemotherapy via Central Venous Catheter at
Home

Pinyo Utthiya* M.N.S. (Community Health Nurse Practitioner)
Nitchatima Sereewichayasawad** M.Sc. (Public Health)
Suwannee Sirilerttrakul*** M.Ed. (Developmental Psychology)
Noppakan Wannakansophon®*** B.N.S.

Abstract:

Cancer is a public health issue in global level due to its severity and burden
from the disease which impacts the quality of life of patients and family. Therefore, it
is necessary to develop a treatment to cover and keep up with the changes in today’s
society. Chemotherapy is one of the main treatments for a number of cancer patients
nowadays. Since the number of patients outweighs the number of beds in the hospital,
Ramathibodi Hospital has established the Rama Care Model with cooperation from
multidisciplinary and home health care nurses who play significant roles as follows:
1) discharge planning for patients before leaving the hospital, 2) follow up by home
visit, 3) follow up by telephone calling, and 4 ) transfer to public health centers. Nursing
care of the patients receiving home chemotherapy from the central venous catheter at
home is a new role, which is important and challenging for home health care nurses.
This care model increases the treatment quality by helping patients to receive chemotherapy
as planned. Patients will receive continuing care, which results in improving their quality
of life. In addition, this model can respond to the policy both in hospital and national

levels to reduce the bed occupancy rate.
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