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Developing Community of Practice to Teach Ethical Issues

for Nursing Students during Clinical Practice

Siraya Summawart* Ed.D. (Development Education)
Savai Norasan** M.N.S. (Adult Nursing)

Abstract: This project aimed to develop community of practice (CoP) among
nurse instructors about ethical issues of nursing students during clinical practice in
surgical wards and to create teaching innovation related to ethical issues. The project
had been conducted for 4 months from May 2009 to August 2009 in 10 nurse
instructors in the surgical division by sharing their teaching experiences about clinical
teaching on three common and important ethical issues: being on time, non-disclosure
of the patient’s body, and personal appearance. After 4 meetings among the nurse
instructors, the teaching experiences were concluded as follows: 1) contexts and ethical
problems during clinical practice, 2) nurse instructors bridged the gaps from theory to
clinical practice, 3) good examples were more valuable than words, 4) participations
were the key to solve the ethical problems, and 5) learning from peer group experiences
was a shortcut to success, which could be subsequently summarized as ethical teaching
guidelines. This project is an initiative to raise an awareness of nurse instructors and
students about ethical issues during clinical practice, to create teaching innovations,
and to establish a community of practice for sharing their teaching experiences, which
serve as a peer group support in improving the quality of routine teaching and learning
process.
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