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Receptive Language Development in Early Childhood:
A Comparative Study between Children Born Preterm and Full Term

Kanokwan Srijinda* M.N.S. (Pediatric Nursing)
Tipawan Daramas** Ph.D. (Nursing)
Jariya Wittayasooporn*** D.N.S.

Extended Abstract:

This comparative descriptive study explored receptive language development
in children born preterm and full-term in early childhood. The sample included 96
children aged 1 year 6 months to 3 years 11 months who attended the Pediatric Outpatient
Department for check-ups between May 2020 and March 2021. Children who met the
eligibility criteria were tested for receptive language understanding using the Peabody
Picture Vocabulary Test Form A (Fourth Edition). The data were analyzed using
an independent t-test and Mann-Whitney U test. The study revealed that most of the
children aged 1 year 6 months to 2 years 5 months, both born preterm (91.70%) and
full-term (54.20%), had a low level of receptive language scores. When comparing
between the groups, it was found that the mean rank of the receptive language scores of
the full-term children was significantly better than that of the preterm-born children.
However, most of the children aged from 2 years 6 months to 3 years 11 months, born
preterm (54.20%) and full-term (58.30% ), had a high level of receptive language
scores. Their mean scores were not statistically different between the two groups. The
findings suggested the monitoring, follow-up, and evaluation of language development
in preterm-born children and a training project on the knowledge /information of language
development be used to stimulate the language development in children, mainly aged 1

year 6 months to 2 years 5 months to achieve the proper language development.

Keywords: Early childhood, Language development, Preterm infants, Receptive

language development
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Aasumvue drulvaadszauaninlsyaias
Aatlusasas 66.70 FIULATHINAUATDUATIZD
naaianaumuuasiulugfinelaifisanads
anlde Aatlusatas 70.80 NENLNAATUMNUA
1 (= " 1 1 A a < v
dulunainalaliiiasnadamldae Aatusesas
o ¢ A& o d aa A g
66.70 M3glnsviei/dadia/dadiannsadindene
wmmjuLﬁmfiaufi’mumta:ﬂa:uLﬁﬂﬂsuﬁmumﬁ
\ lﬂ' \J s = Ql r'd
ANRFYLYNAU 120 WN/dUaV (SD = 57.28) taz
180 W#i/dUa (SD = 154.22) mua1au
TumsilseuisuasuUUNHUIAISAIUNIS
Fugdnlammnzeanguiege {ITeNmMsneday
msnsznevesdayalaeldaia Kolmogorov-
N J v <
Smirnov test WU MINTENBVRIYDYA LUNGNLAN

Lﬁ@ﬁauﬁmuml,a:ﬂajuLﬁmﬂiuﬁmuﬂﬁmqiwiw

Table 1
full-term (N = 96)

" a ® a
17 6 wwau-21 5 wau Lululeslnd 3935w
Hoyalogldada Mann-Whitney U test dauzayalu
ﬂejuL'ﬁﬂLﬁ@fiauﬁmumuasﬂ&juLﬁmﬂ'ﬁuﬁmumﬁmq
1 = =~ = =~ = <
52 IN 2 U 6 @au-3 U 11 @au Imsnszanatu
TAaUnd F9iensrdayalaaldadia independent

v

t-test WUIAIADEALUUNNINTTIUNIUNITTUS

vV 3 1 Aﬂ‘d J = =
whlamesnsaesnguiniiangssnine 1Y 6 wau
-21 5 hau waneenulaaandguIduauAZILUY
el lunguiiaasumuuaganinguaniie
ABUMVUADENNUIFIAUNNEDR (2 = 454.50,
p < .05) IUANABEALUUUNNINTTIUNUMITIUF

vV 1 J = = =
wnlamwesnguetgszvnin 2 U 6 heau-3 U
11 (iau lduanaenuadeiiteadnynean
(t= -.73,p >.05) AUULFAN LU 1 (Table 1)

Comparison of the scores of receptive language development between children born preterm and

Group

Scores of receptive language

min-max

Mean rank/Mean SD t/z

p-value

Age 1 year 6 months-2 years 5 months

preterm (n = 24) 87-105

full-term (n = 24) 87-107
Age 2 year 6 months-3 years 11 months
preterm (n = 24) 92-132

full-term (n = 24) 96-131

454.50° .001

17.56*
31.44*
-.78° 471
108.58 10.65
110.83 10.77

a = Mann-Whitney test, b = Independent t-test, *= median rank

diahasuuuinassudumasudidilamm
wigumgmssuzinlamwpeadn wuhlungy
Wnfiongszvin 11 6 iou-2 U 5 Wau dinida
Aeummuaiiangilagtiuilavmsdnmilasais
WhAY 22.13 @au (1710 @awu 4 5) azuuumas
MmumssugEnlamwiiisunihnueg 26.75 Hau
(2 U 2 Wau 22 Ju) dudniieasumuuaiion
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faathudlanmsfnmnlasmashdu 23.71 @Wau
(1711 Hau21 ) ﬂzLLuuLaﬁaﬁmms%'ug"wTﬂa
MwWiguhnuaIg 30.92 oy (21 6 1eiau 25 3u)

dwsulunguidinfiangszving 27 6 au-31
11 iou wuh iWniianeufmuaiiogiiagiuila
mmsanlesmasi 36.50 Wau (3115 1)
azuuumasdumssuiid lamwidisuahiuang
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43.83 10au (3 U 7 tHau 24 1) SruaniaasU
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38.29 AU (3U 2 tADU 9 TU) AZULUURIIMUMNS

Table 2

Fugdnlamwiiieunihiueng 47.50 heu (3T 11
WWau 15 1) Audnalumsei 2 (Table 2)

Comparison of the current age and the equivalent age in receptive language development between

children born preterm and full-term (N=96)

Data current age (months)

equivalent age (months)

min-max mean

SD min-max mean SD

Age 1 year 6 months-2 years 5 months

preterm (n = 24) 18-29 22.13

full-term (n = 24) 18-29 23.71

Age 2 year 6 months-3 years 11 months

preterm (n = 24) 30-47 36.50

full-term (n = 24) 30-47 38.29

3.54 24-34 26.75 3.32

3.36 24-36 30.92 4.12

6.15 28-75 43.83 13.96

5.96 29-717 47.50 13.76

anUsaua
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