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Factors Associated with Hematological Cancer Patients’
Preferences for Participation in Care During Hospitalization ™

Kanaungnit Pongthavornkamol** Ph.D. (Nursing)
Pichitra Lekdamrongkul*** M.N.S. (Adult Nursing)
Noppadol Siritanaratkul**** M.D., Diplomate Thai Board of Hematology

Abstract

This descriptive correlational research aimed to investigate the patients’
preferences for participation in cancer care, and the relationships among person-and-
illness-related factors and preferences for participation in care among patients with
hematologic malignancies during hospitalization. The study sample consisted of 150
hematological cancer patients who were receiving care as inpatients in one university
hospital in Bangkok. The subjects were recruited by convenience sampling. Data were
collected using 1) Demographic and Disease-related Characteristics Questionnaire, 2)
The Control Preference Scale, and 3) Memorial Symptom Assessment Scale-Global
Distress Index. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and Spearman’s rank
correlation. The results revealed that 30% of subjects preferred adopting a passive role
(the patients leave all decisions to their doctors and nurses), followed by 28% of a
passive-shared role (the doctors and nurses make the decision after seriously considering
the patient’s opinion ). Patients’ preference for participation in cancer care was negatively
correlated with age, co-morbidity, and positively correlated with time since diagnosis,
number of symptoms, feeling sad, and feeling irritable. Based on the study finding,
oncology nurses should be aware of person-and-illness-related factors in promoting
cancer patients’ involvement in their care during hospitalization for improving patient

safety and quality of cancer care in the future.

Keywords: Patients’ preference for participation, Hospital stay, Symptoms, Person-

and-illness-related factors, Hematological cancer
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