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Participation of Schools, Parents, Primary Care Units, and the
Local Administrative Authority in School Health: A Case Study

Amornsri Chaisri* M.N.S. (Community Health Nurse Practitioner)
Supanee Senadisai** R.N., M.S.
Wantana Maneesriwongul*** M.P.H., D.N.Sc.

Abstract: This case study was conducted to explore: 1) existing roles and expected roles of involving
persons with school health (i.e., schools, parents, primary care units, and the local administrative
authority); 2) components of involving persons in school health; 3) activities of involving persons
in school health; and 4) and barriers of school health in Bangpa-in District, Pranakorn Sriayutthaya
Province. The study samples included school administrators, school health teachers, parents, public
health personnel, and local administrative authority personnel. For data collection, four focus groups
were employed to carry out. The demographic data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, while
the data gathered from the focus groups were analyzed using content analysis. Findings revealed that
the expected roles of school administrators, school health teachers, parents, public health personnel,
and local administrative authority personnel within the school health activities were greater than the
existing roles. Each of the school health administrators, school health teachers, and public health
personnel was not aware of all school health elements. However, when all of their answers were
compiled, all elements of school health were addressed. Unfortunately, they did not implement
them all. The parents and local administrative authority staffs had limited knowledge of what
comprises school health elements. The persons expected to be involved in school health were school
administrators, school health teachers, every teachers in the school, parents, public health personnel,
local administrative authority staffs, students, the community, temples, and the Office of the Primary
Education Commission. The problems and barriers hindering school health implementation were
insufficient budget, limited knowledge about school health, poor collaboration and participation,
inefficient evaluation, and overloaded responsibilities of the school health teachers and public health
personnel. It is suggested that, firstly, a meeting among all parties involved in school health should
be arranged to clarify the roles of each party in order to improve collaborations and contributions.
Secondly, all school teachers, students, and their parents should participate in the school health
activities. Lastly, based on the results of this study, school health practice should be developed to

suit the context of each setting.
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