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Screening for suspected developmental delay among infants and toddlers

~

Abstract

Background: Developmental delay problem directly affected
children and their family regarding school achievement, emotion
and behavior. Prevalence of delay in different domains of develop-
mental skills was uncertain, depending on age, population and area
of study. The information was very important for early intervention
and developmental improvement.

Objective: To study the prevalence of suspected develop-
mental delay among infants and toddlers

Method: A cross-sectional study was conducted among
children aged 9 months, 18 months and 30 months who visited at
well-child clinic in Patthalung hospital from 1 October 2016 to 30
June 2017. Children were assessed on five domains of their
developmental skills consisting of gross motor, fine motor, receptive
language, expressive language and personal and social skills by
using Developmental Surveillance and Promotion Manual (DSPM).
Children who could not pass one or more domains were diagnosed
as suspected developmental delay. R program and descriptive
statistic were used for the prevalence and Chi-square was used to
compare the association between groups. P-value less than 0.05
were a statistical significance.

Results: One hundred and sixty three children were
recruited and 60.1% of children were toddlers. The prevalence of
suspected developmental delay was 39.3% and the majority was
found in male children. The prevalence of developmental delay in
toddlers was statistical significantly larger than the prevalence in
infants (P-value=0.002, RR=1.99; 95%CI=1.24-3.19). For 5
domains of the developmental skills, the most two important

problems of infants were fine motor and receptive language skills
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(13.8%). The prevalence of fine motor and expressive language

delay in  toddlers aged 18 months were 30.9% and 18.2%. For
toddlers aged 30 months, fine motor delay was also the most
frequently found (44.2%), and the problem of receptive language
and personal social skill reached to 39.5% and 32.6% respectively.

Conclusion: Prevalence of suspected developmental delay
among infants and toddlers was high. That was an important health
problem in this area. Fine motor and language delay were the most

important problems among infants and toddlers. Thus, early and

appropriate intervention should be given for the good improvement.

Keyword : suspected developmental delay, infants, toddlers
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