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Factor associated with length of stay more than 4 hours at the Emergency

Department of Vachira Phuket Hospital

Kanjana Panitpichetvong M.D.
Department of emergency medicine,

Vachira Phuket Hospital

Abstract

Background: Vachira Phuket Hospital is a tertiary care hospital that suffers from emergency
department overcrowding due to the large number of patients causing emergency patients receive
delay treatment and are higher risks.

Objectives: The primary objective was investigating factors associated with the length of
stay (LOS) more than 4 hours in the emergency department (ED). The secondary objective was to
determine a correlation between LOS and mortality.

Method: This was a cross-sectional analytical study in which data were collected from the
medical records of the patients visiting the ED at Vachira Phuket Hospital between 1 and 30
September 2021. Multiple logistic regression analysis was performed to determine the factors most
strongly associated with ED LOS of more than 4 hours in the hospital.

Results: 1,732 patients were enrolled in this study. The median LOS was 1 hour 51
minutes. A total of 187 patients (10.8%) had ED LOS for more than 4 hours. The risk factors were
the experience of the first attending physician (AOR 2.06, 95%C| 1.32-3.22), laboratory testing (AOR
3.68 for 1 round, 95%Cl 2.10-6.45 and AOR 13.39 for =2 rounds, 95%Cl| 5.40-33.17), radiological
investigation (AOR 1.89 for 1 round, 95%Cl 1.14-3.14, and AOR 7.21 for >2 rounds, 95%C| 1.70-
30.54), CT-scan (AOR 3.91, 95%CI 2.52-6.06), consultation to a specialist physician in ED (AOR 2.09,
95%Cl 1.36-3.19), and disposition to OPD (AOR 2.30, 95%CI 1.41-3.77). Moreover, LOS of more than
4 hours at ED had an increased risk of death by 2.95-folds (95%C| 1.33-6.56).

Conclusion: The risk factors causing longer stays of patients at ED of Vachira Phuket
Hospital for more than 4 hours were laboratory investigations, radiological diagnosis by computed
tomography, disposition to OPD, consultation to a specialist physician, the experience of initially
attending physician and radiological investigation. The proper management and correction of these
factors may reduce the patient’s LOS in ED thereby reducing mortality.

Keywords: Emergency department, Length of stay, Overcrowding
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. <4 7T > 4 Falug (n=1,732)
anwauzluNuguuazniendin p-value
(n=1,545) (n=187)
n % n % n %

91y (¥)

Mean + S.D. 41.86 + 21.32 49.97+20.18 42.74+21.34 <0.001*
LI

ialtd] 775 50.16 104  55.16 879 50.75 0.159

‘WZU?G 770 49.84 83 44.39 853 49.25
TsAUsEd67

a3l 921 56.61 70 37.43 991 57.22 <0.001*

115m 237 15.34 44 23.53 281 16.22

>2 1sA 387 25.00 73 39.04 460 26.56
Avsn1snEn

UNINDY 715 46.28 103  55.08 818 47.23 0.010*

Useiudeny 370 2395 46 2460 416  24.02

Onlel 134 8.67 12 6.42 146 8.42

A7 20 1.29 5 2.67 25 1.44

WNugEn 185 1197 8 4.28 193 1114

WIU. 121 7.83 13 6.95 134 7.74
Suiiunuuinig

JUT1NT 1154 74.69 129  68.98 1283  74.08 0.09

5’14‘121‘&4615’15%’15 391 25.31 58 31.02 449 25.92
Fraafiinduuinis

1547 (08.31-16.30 U.) 514 33.27 68 36.36 582 33.60 0.010*

1I5U"% (16.31-00.30 u.) 719 46.54 67 35.83 786 45.38

157N (00.31-08.30 u.) 312 20.19 52 27.81 364 21.02
AWnsIlsaneuia

DY 1,123 72.69 122 65.24 1,245 71.88 0.026*

FEUUMTHANERNLaU 123 828 2 1176 150 866

EUUAIRD 213 13.79 25 13.37 238 13.74

denvieensiarUisuen 81 524 18 963 99 572
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(n=1,545) (n=187)
n % n % n %
JEAUANUTULTIVRALIA (ESI level)
1 gganiduings 76 492 13 695 89 514  <0.001*
2 ganauLsInIuY 222 1437 47 2513 269 1553
3 fUaglalguuse 538 3482 90 4813 628  36.26
4 gy 622 4026 3¢ 1818 656  37.88
5 FUneduY 87 563 3 160 90 520
Uszinnvasgie
fuhegniduimily 916  59.29 152 8128 1068 61.66  <0.001*
Jlheumdugnidu 629 4071 35 1872 664 3834
Uszaunsnlinme
LLWWETL‘?IJV!U 1,005 6505 135 7219 1140  65.82 0.134
WHVEYANan SNy 537 3476 52 2718 589  34.01
WIELANEN19E e 3 0.19 0 0 3 0.17
N1384RTIINNWRIULTANS
Taid] 1033 66.86 33 17.65 1,066 61.55 <0.001*
1 ﬂ%’jd 494 3197 134 71.66 628 36.26
>2 ﬂ%ﬂ 18 1.17 20 10.70 38 2.19
N19AINNEBTIA
[y 918 59.42 33 17.65 951 5491 <0.001*
1 ﬂ%’jﬂ 611 3955 151  80.75 162 44.00
>2 ﬂ%’jﬂ 16 1.04 3 1.60 19 1.10
nsnsaitadelsndrenietenusdneuiines
Taid] 1364 8828 117 6257 1,481 8551 <0.001*
il 181 11.72 70 37.43 251 14.49
N15YITIRaNI5YI8TIN
1aid] 1,504 9735 179 9572 1,683 97.17 0.265
il 41 2.65 8 4.28 49 2.83
N5t e AT 12 0.78 1 0.53 13 075 0.717
nsldviedeinela 38 246 6 3.24 44 254 0.539
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Sy g <4 g2l > 4 Falus (n=1,732)
anwaenIlunugiuuaznianain p-value
(n=1,545) (n=187)
n % n % n %
nsldaneseunensieen 2 013 2 107 4 0.23 0.011
MUY INNERNIENG
Taig) 1,338 86.60 114 6096 1,452 83.83 <0.001*
1 LWWUN 199 12.88 69 36.90 268 15.47
>2 WNUN 8 0.52 a4 2.14 12 0.69
nsPmeUae
nauUu 1,043 67.51 49 26.20 1,092  63.05 <0.001*
derivioen v theuen 28 181 1 053 29 167
dwialsanenuadu 36 233 1 053 37 214
SulilugUaelu 438 2835 136 7273 574 3314
NsWdeTIn
Talle 1,508 9761 170 9091 1,678 96.88 <0.001*
Tof 37 2.39 17 9.09 54 3.12

p-value from Chi-Square test, M=p-value from Mann-Whitney U Test, *p-value <005
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UJadeiiaz@auus (Univariate logistic regression)
wud1 Jadeiduiusiunisfuuinisiiviesanidu
1nnin 4 $lus lua nsdeannviosnsaagiae
wonfamudsaiiniu 2.04 wihdaifisusunisin
104 (95%C1 1.18-3.52) faruidsaiiudy 4.96
wirlugUreanidudngd (ESI level 1) (95%Cl
1.36-18.06) 6.13 WwinlugUrganiduisaniu (ES|
level 2) (95%CI 1.86-20.24 Way 4.85 1vinlu
AU laguLTs (ESI level 3) (95%CI 1.50-15.66)
sy venantudanudnit flhenguuinidy
aniau (Trauma) fanudsafiutu 0.33 wiude

WisuAugUasanidusialy (95%C1 0.22-0.49)

54

AMSUNITAIRTIRRBUNUTY N15dINTIIN4
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579 1 A5 (95%CI 5.71-12.61) way 34.78 i
slodwmsnn 2 adsruly (95%CI 16.84-71.81) 115
dimsranmaedadianudsaiviy 6.87 whule
d9m529 1 %9 (95%CI 4.65-10.15) waw 5.21 i
dlodinsae 2 ﬂ%ﬂ“ﬁuiﬂ (95%Cl 1.44-18.78) 119
nsrdfadelsadeniosenuisdnouiomess
mEEUTiaTY 4.50 Wi (95%C1 3.22-6.29) N3
Mrnan13918dinlaenisldaassurensisend
AvLdsaiinty 8.34 i (95%Cl 1.16-59.56)
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2 adatuly (95%CI 5.40-33.17) Wwienfunses
AneneSedntanudsaiiniu 1.89 wiuileds
M519 1 A% (95%CI 1.14-3.14) uasilaanuides
ity 7.21 wihidledansaa 2 adeduly (95%C]
1.70-30.54) squd9n15d9ns237dade1sAn 8
i3ononusdeufinmed nuinaudsaiiniy
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¥
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A339E Ut uaNlAINNEY AN TY 2.30 11N
(95%Cl 1.41-3.77) wagn155UUIN1INVIRNLEY
11NN 4 Flusiilen1aideTIaLiuTy 2.95 Wi
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ANUANNUSAUDATINISLERTIN (n=1,732)

Jae Univariate logistic regression Multiple logistic regression
Crude 95%Cl p-value Adj. OR 95%Cl p-value
OR

fufinnsuusnng

TIIVNT 1 1

’3"14‘14846151%15 1.32 0.95-1.84 0.093 1.24 0.84-1.83 0.269
Fraafiinsuuinis

12341 (08.31-16.30 U.) 1 1

125U18 (16.31-00.30 u.) 0.70 0.49-1.00 0.054 0.67 0.43-1.04 0.079

12570 (00.31-08.30 u.) 1.25 0.85-1.85 0.243 1.23 0.72-2.08 0.433
Wnsulsneuia

1404 1 1

%U‘LJmiLLWVlEjgﬂLau 1.58 0.96-2.58 0.066 0.68 0.37-1.26 0.230

JEUUAID 1.08 0.68-1.70 0.739 0.75 0.41-1.38  0.363
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Uade Univariate logistic regression Multiple logistic regression
Crude 95%Cl p-value Adj. OR 95%Cl p-value
OR
dwnieansianUiguen 2.04 1.18-352  0.010*  1.60  081-3.14  0.168
TEAUANILTULTIVDILIA
1 r;:iﬂamgmau%ﬂqm 4.96 1.36-18.06 0.015* 0.43 0.09-2.09 0.300
2 fERnAuLTeeIY 6.13  186-20.24  0.003* 062  0.16-239  0.495
3 fuUeliguus 485  150-1566 0008 116 032422 0813
4 faeiily 158 047527 0452 120 033439 0773
5 fUaeu 1 1
UszinnveagiUae
FUhgniduiialy 1 1
AUreuInuRNauY 033 022049 <0.001* 076 045130 0323
Uszaunisalunmng
LLWVIETL‘?MU 1.39 0.99-1.95 0.053 2.06 1.32-3.22 0.001*
UNNELRNIENS 1 1
N3aanTIaN1veIu UAns
Taidl 1 1
1 ﬂ%\‘i 8.49 5.71-12.61  <0.001* 3.68 2.10-6.45  <0.001*
>2 ﬂ%{‘i 34.78 16.84-71.81 <0.001* 13.39 5.40-33.17 <0.001*
ATEATNANYTIE
Taid 1 1
1 ﬂ%,j\‘i 6.87 4.65-10.15  <0.001* 1.89 1.14-3.14 0.013*
>2 ﬂ%yj\‘i 5.21 1.44-18.78 0.012* 7.21 1.70-30.54  0.007*
nInIItadelIAeY 4.50 3.22-6.29  <0.001*  3.91 2.52-6.06  <0.001*
\sstenusEneuines
RN s983In
Mt 0.68 0.08-5.31 0.719 0.45 0.03-6.81  0.571
nslavietdneniela 1.31 0.54-3.15  0.540 051  0.14-1.87 0.315
Msldanesgunensieen 8.34 1.16-59.56 0.034* 2.54 0.19-33.64 0.478
NTUIN NN NIZN
Taig 1 1
1 WU 4.06 2.91-5.68 <0.001* 2.09 1.36-3.19 0.001*
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Uade Univariate logistic regression Multiple logistic regression
Crude 95%Cl p-value Adj. OR 95%Cl p-value
OR
>2 LNUA 5.86 1.74-19.78  0.004* 272  0.60-12.15  0.190
N1391MUY
NaUUIY 1 1
derlavioen iR Ueuen 6.63 4.70-9.37  <0.001* 230 141377  0.001*
destolssnenunadu 0.70 0.09-5.31 0.738 0.66 0.08-5.33  0.704
Sulidudaely 0.59 0.07-4.40  0.608 044  0.053.67  0.454
NSIELTIN 4.07 2.24-739  <0.001* 295 1.33-6.56  0.008*
*p-value <005

Wolsgilaenisasnensaw Receiver Operating Characteristic (ROC) wuanlgaiunlans

(Area Under Curve; AUC) 989 ROC curve winfiu 0.86 Fan i 1

0.50
1

0.00
1

T T

0.00 0.25

Area under ROC curve = 0.8647

0.50
1 - Specificity

m‘wﬁ 1 ROC curve

130l

NKHANITANYINUIY dadrugulnsu
Uimsiviesgniduannnit 4 Faluswedsemenuia
Wz inwindu 10.8% FeiidadruilndiApaiv
Pongladda Paralee (2019)% wa g Saipin
Kongkaew (2022)° iy 16.7% war 15.01%
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AT295°9Me FessonsdmmiaiiaAuneu vihlif
fiedesegluriesgniduuiuinniy dsaonados
fiu Andrew Nyce (2021)'°

2. M3dInTIIMIeU[URN1T dAnu
FouRuty 3.68 ui1 ledimein 1 adt uay
dinduidu 13.39 windedingin 2 adstuly
iesnmsdmnamsios foansilsmenuna
MWszgiindsroziiainissenanisdnsaad
uansaf noindedszezinainissenosUsean
1-1.5 $alasdennsds 1 5ou lnslawzgieingd
Adpan1sUInwunndlaniznsenynssuiiove
wWnedUarsnin I1ludesenansianouain
ol uRnisnansneuldaiuisaldnansranis
voafoRnsaniedesdiefldnsatnadeioe
(Point of care testing, POCT) 1@ saufiansal
funowiinfifudsdeainlssmeuiayuvugniied
AB350NanIIIN1eIUJURNITNA19VY
lsangruaddszginneu dawalifiledoseglu
Weosamauuiuiu Seaenndesiu Korakot
Plongthong (2021)'! wag Kittima Potipadcha
(2022)+

3. nsdsnnaneed Saudsaiudu
1.89 wiidlodmsne 1 ads waeiifindudy 7.21
windledsnsng 2 afstuly Wosanviosdianiw

< [ v

FeEnlsang1u1aIBELNneg1aINiegniadu

Y

d‘ £ ¥

Fossardmihialunsindoudredine Tnogud
Waveslsanerviaddszgiialdidminiye
werrulunisindeudreguaslunasivasuen 1
Jgundmiddilifieame saufudnwaznig
aiimansivesinseglnauaziiumasanadu vl
#edldszaznainissonssury dmiunsdlilyl
annsaadeudefiaeld deaseidnii i
wadmiasesdnenmiidinaeuiisdiie 1 au/

11A389/425 PELMUNINAINE1IRBISURAYIUNS
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e mSsdnsdndsmerunariliinaanuad
Faaonadeaiiy Thamporn Thongphan (2020)"

4. mydwnsvitaselsadeniatonsd
poufiamed fauideafiniu 3.91 wii 34
wANA9a1NNs AN B U linuAL Fuius iy
Mailidesarninteouenuisdneufiamesans
Tsangnuraa@szginduvetenyu Lilddvun
52821781 1UNIANITVINATIHITUAIUIINS I
wwng Tunsalumndinsrasunatosudalsisiulasi
Tidossonasieruegradunianis §uiedies
ogffivoswniduuuty

5. MyUInwunmdianiznisiiviesgnidu
fiannudeaiiv 2.09 wh esnlsmenuiandsy
QindulsaSeuunmg Juuwmensuinewnng
wrmnzmadudduduneu Tneemeluwaunaan
nEnTefinuIniefiosdotsenansaang
ol uRnisneu JuazausalInwsuunmeg
Tinuluwnunduld vlkgUaedossoaglutias
gmauumumﬂﬁ'ﬁu Feaanndoatu Thampom
Thongphan (2020)'® way Kittima Potipadcha
(2022)12

6. N3TMULMETTA0Y 099 5IHU
uan finrundsaia 2.30 wh TasfUaelunguil
dnlngazdudisuimuininiewmsiagiae
UDALFDIILADINITUYAITLININTONTIY Y30
dyraudnliaund niednan1aeslfumns
Anunfnsudulisunssnulaeiud faemend
IzanfnnTesdiwdiiosaniduiiisuiluniiy

Y 9

A v ] Y e 1w
iSemunieu WenuanAeLsIuLe JadeUe
wiandunaulunsiamudaiulngfeaseNvied

a U aa 1 U =3 1 1 2 v
an@uauNIElAving gUlesdgndeludeiias
n3135Ur8UeNn B9Aa18AF9AU Thampomn

Thongphan (2020)"?
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faiifuaeiifsreznanssuuinisdivies
andusnnndn 4 dalsillonadeinifingu 2.95
wih SulsaunainanuardilunisleSunissnun
LAN1EL9129 (Definitive care) %ﬂﬁﬂ%lﬂuﬂ’li
Sneluviesrdiaviseluvesiuiagdrenin (ICU)
Feaenadoafu Ankur Verma (2021), Young
Fun Kim (2022)*° wa¥ Dominique Lauque
(2023)'

wonandulunisdneid wudn AUC
WinAu 0.86 nuned Uszdnsainvesluinall
Uselosduazeravluneansallafe 86% 3
#0AAA0Y Sai Gayatri Gurazada!” a¢9lsAnny
n1siiudeyan1sfnedadnsziiuudnuing
(Cross-sectional analytical study) §siiaa11in
wazmndesnsifinuszansnnvesaunislunis
NYINTUAITUIGUAITUIESS score UAEYINAS
valid %1@1 performance Taguraina1ula A1
AMuIuIg Awihwiensilulse Arvhuienislyd
Julsa eenugndedlunanely
Ja31NAlUN1539Y

wosgnidulsmeiuiaifszgialdzuy
udeyaasvszideudenisiliouaivunszay
udaknungsyuugIudeya vinliliveyauiediu

¥1aue linsuaiuy

JolduauuY

1. nan1533e7le arunsaululdlunns
MIUHUUSTUITIANSTIUNITAAAIULE DA I UTTD
aniula tnsaniznisly LEAN process w19aelu
nN15UM Gap s¥ninetuneu Wy vhdennawmn
Criteria TuN15USAIUNTLRNIEN1UAATEIVN
Tneiilifossenansramiaiesl fiAn1s annts

wisidondthegdeulunsalfiivdwio duwinig
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