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Abstract

Tooth decay is the most common oral disease
in preschool children. Oral hygiene cared by parents of
preschool children is very important. This cross-
sectional descriptive study aimed to determine factors
related to the prevalence of dental caries in preschool
children in the child development center Khuan Niang
district, Songkhla province. The samples were 277
children and their 277 parents. Data were obtained
using dental caries assessment in children and
questionnaires (Kuder Richardson reliability test was
0.62 . Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and
Chi-square tests.

The results of the study showed that the
prevalence of caries in deciduous teeth was
54.9 percent. Parents' knowledge, limiting bottle use

and frequency of eating snack were significantly

associated with dental caries. (XZ = 20.931, 12.222 and
12.742 , p <.001). No significant correlation between
caregivers and dental caries. Frequency of sugary drinks
intake, caretakers during teeth brushing and after
brushing were not associated with the prevalence of

dental caries.
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Parents should be educated, especially the disadvantage of prolong bottle feeding.
Parents or caregivers play the key role in the welfare of their children’s oral health and should

pay attention to brush children’s teeth seriously, which will result in their good dental health.
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