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Abstract

The most prisoners tend to have poor oral
hygiene. They are more likely to have less access to
oral health promotion. This cross-sectional analytical
study investigated oral health behaviors, oral health-
related quality of life and associations between
personal and social factors (age, income, and
education), oral health behaviors and oral health-
related quality of life among prisoners in Nonthaburi
prison, Thailand. Data were collected from 337
prisoners using questionnaires, regarding knowledge,
attitude, oral care practice and oral health related
quality of life. The internal reliability was tested by
Kuder — Richardson 20 for knowledge and Cronbach’s
alpha Coefficient for attitude, oral care practice and 14-
item Oral Health Impact Profile (OHIP-14) and were
accounted for 0.75, 0.73, 0.72 and 0.94, respectively.
Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and
spearman’s rank correlation coefficients. The results
showed that most prisoners had oral health care
knowledge at the low level (71.2%), oral health care
attitude at the high level (57.30%) and oral health care
practice at the moderate level (68.55%). OHIP severity
were 13.83. The most prisoners had dental problems
(76.60%). Knowledge and attitude were significantly
related to oral health related quality of life (r.=0.190,
p<0.001 and r;=0.201, p<0.001 respectively.
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Oral care practice was significantly related to oral health related quality of life (r;=-0.126,
p=0.021). Conclusion, the study suggests that it is necessary to focus on oral care practice and
arrangement of environment for oral care.
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