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Abstract

Oral health-related quality of life is a socio-
dental indicator that represents the impact of oral
health on daily activities. The objective of this cross-
sectional descriptive study was to explore oral health
status, oral health behaviors and oral health-related
quality of life of the elderly in Huai Nuea, Khukhan
district, Si Sa Ket Province. The samples of the study
were 348 elderly aged 60 years old and above. The
questionnaires were used for data collection apart from
an oral examination. Data were analyzed using
descriptive statistics involving frequency, percentage,
min, max, means, standard deviations and standard
errors and Spearman rank correlation as inferential
statistics. The majority of the samples were females
(70.4%). The mean age of the sample was 71.96 years
(SD. = 8.01). The samples had 20 or more teeth
accounted for 45.70 %. Approximately 38% had 4 pair-
occluded teeth or more. In relation to oral health
behavior more than half brushed their teeth twice a
day, almost 55% chewed the betel and less than 16%

smoked

In relation to oral health-related quality of life,
considering the subscales of oral health related quality
of life, physical pain and functional limitation were the
most subscales that were impacted accounted for 8.9%

and 5.5% respectively
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There were no significant relationships between the number of teeth, pairs of occluded
teeth and oral health related quality of life (p-value>0.05). The results revealed that although
the number of teeth of the elderly did not reach 20 or the number of occluded teeth less than
4 pairs, they still did not get much impact of oral health on their daily life. Focusing on other
aspects of oral health factors such as oral health inflammation and psychological and social

factors may help researcher get better understanding of oral health related quality of life.
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